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NOTICE. 
Estate of Dest & Co. 

Second Dividend of Five per cent upon the amount 
... of all claims admitted by the ‘rustees will be paid 

the 15th May nezt, 
On application at the Office of the Trustees, No. 7, 
\dder’s Hill, Creditors will be furnished with warrants 
med by the Trustees, which will be payable at the 

ice of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
; 


n. 
Hongkong, 2nd March, 1869, 





NOTICE. 
Estate of Dest & Co. 
TENDERS will be received by the undersigned for 
500 Shares in the Shanghai Steam Navigation 
mpany (or any smaller number) belonging to the 
jove Kstate, Applications to be made on or before 


e 30Uh instant. 
H, P. HANSSEN, 
Sor the Trustees. 
Shanghai, 2nd April, 1869. 





PROPERTY FOR SALE- 


Ar Trentsts, French Seltlement.—A. plot of land 
ataining about 2 mow. with a frontage on the River 
175 feet. There is a sufficient depth of water to al- 
‘a vessel alongside. Suitable fora godown to re- 
‘e cargo direct from ship's side. 
—Ar Haskow.—A plot of land, « half-share, with 
House newly erected, measuring’ 200 Chinese fect 
Jongth and 45 foot in breadth, with » froutage on 
» River. 


3.—At Haxkow.—aA_ plot of land consistin, 
nese feet broad, adjoining the above lot, 
the South-west side, on the River frontage. 
4.—At Haxkow.—a plot of land: measuring iS0 
nese in length aud 161 fect iu breadth, Situated 
uth-west of lot No. 3. ‘The 3 lots, Nos. 2, 3.and 4, 
ve a River frontage of 294 Chinese fect. 
5. At Woosuxc.—One plot of land, adjoining the 
ench Commissariat Godowns, measuring about 4 
12, with a frontage on the River of near 400 feet. 
G.—Ar Suaxcnat—Three plets of land 
ar the Race Course, measuring together 3m. 7/. 3. Sh. 
For conditions and terms of sale apply to 


ALFRED VAUCHER, 
; 15, Kiangse Road, 
or to GUIRAUD, FAVRE & Co. 
Shanghai, 26th March, 1869. 
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FOR SALE. 


poe following Properties belonging to the Estate of 
Dest & Co. :— 

At Iankow,—The property at present occupied by 
Messrs. Evaxs & Ratxnow, consisting of a Dwel- 
ling-house with servants’ Offices ‘and Stables, and. 
three Godowns, each 150 feet by 60. 

‘The situation of this property, outside the Brit- 
ish Concession, its river frontage of 320 fect and 
extensive Godown accommodation makes it one of 
the most valuable at Hankow, especially for Steam- 

purposes. 

ng.—Four lots on the British Concession, 

frontage of 232 feet on the river bund. The 

ings consist of a Dwelling house with Ser- 
vant’s Offices, and two Godowns, 100 feet by 50, 
and 105 feet by 66 on the front lots, and of a Go- 
down 155 feet by 66 fect on the back lots. 

For further particulars, apply to 

H. P. HANSSEN. 

Shanghai, 96th March, 1869. 


ICE. 
AR. RUSTOMJEE DHUNJEESHAW has been 
Lu admitted a Partner in our firm from the lst 


nstant. 
FRAMJEE, HORMUSJEE & Co. 
Shanghai, Gth March, 1869. 
sign our Firm per procuratio 


\ - 
GLOVER, DOW & Co. 
Shanghai, 12th January, 1869. 





















NOTICE. 
R. JAMES HANSON WRIGHT is authorized to 





: NOTICE. 
'PHE interest and responsibility of Mr. Frevertcx. 
Pepper in our firm ceases from this date. 
HH. D. BROWN & Co. 
Amoy, 31st December, 1808. 
ALE REANCIS CHOMBY i partner in our firm, 
Be which from this date will be conducted under 
the name of Brows & Co. : 
H. D. BROWN & Co. 
Amoy, Ist January, 1869. 











. NOT! 
‘PDE interest and responsibility of Mr. Mexry Av- 
otruvus Overwec in our firm ceased on the 1I1t! 
of November last, by lapse of time. : 
OVERWEG & Co. 
Shanghai, 4th January, 1869. 
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Ir it bo the truth that Mr. Burlingame re- 
presents the feclings and ideas of the supremo 
Government of China ; that Prince Kung, thongh 
not 2 revolutionist, is the greatest reformer Chi- 
na ever produced ; that the origin of the mis- 
sion was to be traced to an idea originating in 
.the Prince’s mind ; that the late Sir Frederick 
Bruce not only knew of the intention of send- 
ing the mission, Lut gave it his hearty support ; 
that China really desives to seek admission into 
the comity and brotherhood of the civilized na- 
tions of Europe and America ; that a great col- 
lege has been established at Peking, which will 
be looked up to by the eleven thousand students 
of China who every three years go up to the 
capital to take their third and fourth literary 
degrees ; that China, conscious of her integrity, is 
-willing to submit her questions to the general 
judgment of mankind, and seeks only a mutual 
relinquishment of old prejudices ; that oflicial 
aristocracy in China is the aristocracy of Jearn- 
ing and literature, and that she has preceded 
western civilisation in the establishment of 
true principles in the administration of all the 
nmiinor oflices of government and of the civil ser- 
vice ; that the Government at Peking has real 
control over the provinces, and is no longer the 
imperial ostrich which for ages has hidden its 
head in the Yaméns of the capital, and refused 
to make itself acquainted with the great world 
of humanity ; that Chin Tajén and Sun Tajén 
ure mandarins of the second class and entitled 
to be considered as representatives of that class ; 
and that in fine the fraternal feelings of four 
hundred millions of human beings were about 
to flow through the land of Washington to the 
older nations of the West; if these facts 
be the truth, then wo must look upon an article 
in the January number of Blackwood's Edin- 
turgh Magazine as the fullest and most. states- 
manlike exposition of the relations subsisting 
between China and Western nations which has 
yetappeared. If however it be the case—which 
Beareful perusal of the pages of this journal, 
written in no hasty spirit nor by men unac- 
quainted by sad experience with the facts there- 
in detailed, will justify us in surmiging—that all 
these statements have originated in the fertile 
brain and glowing imagination of Mr. Burlin- 
game himself, and that, in the words of Sir Rn- 
therford Alcock, of the desire for progress which 
the Chinese mission to the West assured us was 
so ardent and general with the rulers in China 
there is no evidence at Peking, we can only 
form the conclusion that in some unaccountable 
manner our careful and able contemporary has 
heen glamoured by « false representation of the 
real position of affairs. 

‘We have no desire to exult over the ignor- 
ance. of the writer ; on the contrary it is with 
feelings of regret that we have to deny, not on- 
ly in a mass, but individually, the truth of the 
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facts stated ; on which, assuring themto be facts, 
the arguments of the writer were fairly enough 
foundel. We have already in recent numbers 
given our own views of the real object of the 
mission and of Mr, Burlingame’s part in it, 
That so far from secking an extension of trade, 
beneficial alike to the Chinese themselves and 
to Western nations, it has been undertaken with 
the view of inserting reactionary clauses in the 
revised treaties, We have pointed out how the 
Chinese officials have already, now that news of 
the partial success of the mission has arrived, 
commenced to throw off the mask, and have en- 
tered on the old path of raising objections to 
the most reasonable requests, even when no prin- 
ciple was involved. We have shown that in 
concessions proposed to be granted by a pater- 
nal government,arxiously careful after the health 
and well being of its subjects, the chief object 
was the obtairment of an increased opium re- 
venue. We have pointed out the utter ven- 
ality of the mandarins—the system of revenue 
which forbids an official acting as an honest 
man, and renders corruption and bribery of the 
worst nature a necessity. We have spoken of 
the sreat yulf which lies between the two classes 
in China, the governing and the governed. We 
have pointed out how the absence of all- law 
leads to the necessity of the people themselves 
taking often the infliction of punishment into 
their own hands ; how “ swarmeries” are the nor- 
mal result; and how ‘swarmeries” lead to 
rebellion, and rebellion to crimes and deso- 
lation unheard of in the rest of the world. 
We have described the condition of whole 
provinces, which but for the devastating hand 
of man might be the fairest under the sun, and 
have shown how wilful misgovernment perpetu- 
ates the state of affairs. All these and worse 
than these form the picture presented to the 
eyes of those whose lot calls them into contact 
with the Empire of China and its institutions. 
We can sce the prosperity of the country 
strangled in the birth ; we can see the most evi- 
dent improvements steadily opposed by the rul- 
ing classes ; we can see industry hampered and 
obstacles placed in the way of free intercommu- 
nication. We can sce a feeble government yet 
strong enough to obstruct, allying itself with 
prejudices laughed at by even an ordinary Chi- 
nese, fearful lest with the removal of the in- 
forced isolation of its people it should finally be 
overthrown. It is this fear which more than 
anything else haunts the minds of Chinese 
statesmen ; free trade means free intercouse ; rail- 
roads and telegraphs mean the bringing together 
of people from distant localities ; the reforin of 
the transit system means a greatly increased in- 
ternal trade, all these are good for the people; 
but how for the governors? ‘The knowledge 
that their trust has been abused creates in their 
minds the worst misgivings, but unfortunately, 
in place of fitting themselves for the new_posi- 
tion of affairs, they, like the ministers of Reho- 
} boam, strive to increase the burden on their de- 
pendents. If the four hurdzed millions of Chi- 
nese really wish to enter into the comity of na- 
tions our experience leads us to believe. they 
will find theit atest difticulty on the road 
to be the opposition of the Government of whose 
feelings Mr. Burlingame pretends in Europe.to 
be the myuthpiece. 
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Returning, however, from the general subject 
to particular facts, it has seldom been our lot to 
meet with a grosser misstatement than the ac- 
count given of the Yangchow affair, Here the 
writer had the opportunity without much trou- 
Ile of ascertaining what were the real cireum- 
stances of the case. We are told first that cer- 
tain over zealous missionaries “believing er- 
“roncously that all China and not merely the 
“ “treaty ports’ was opened up to missionary en- 
“ terprise, took upon themselves, * * tolecture 
“ the Chinese at Yangcehow,” and “to throw rhe- 
“torical dirt on the memory of Confucius.” “ Jt 
possible thi ut wrong was done to the: 
sionarie: xl just as possibly 
“not, but as the ease was doubtful,”(—we are not 
informed which ease, whether they were injured 
in the row, or whether the action of a Chinese 
nich the legal way of redressing grievanees, 

x whether the intention of the missionaries 
good or the rhetorical mud very dirty) it 
ought to heen referrel(—to the arbitration 
of the Min’ ? tos conference with the Vice- 
s responsible for the 
istrict }—no) “to the Im- 
Teking.” Instead of this 
ledhurst took two British men of war “not 
“to dem: ss at Peking but to obtain it 
“from the ithorities at tie cannon’s mouth,” 
A picture is then drawn of “six ninth class man- 
ing Confucius from the East India 
ing Cross, and denow Christi- 
its churches temples of idolatry, &e. 
And we were wked to accept this as a parallel 
case, 

Now let. 
ns ton 


















































us lok back at the facts. First 
psidence, it has never been denied by either 
that the right of residence in the interior 
was granted to Christian missionaries by Im- 
perial cliet, issued on Sich November, 1860, and 
published 1 the Treaties of Tientsin and con- 
Fentions of Pe -king in every important city in the 
empi only sto preaching 
curiously enough happened that neither at Chin- 
kiang 6 how, in both of which disturb- 
y an anti-foreign 
once attempted to 
nd so far from these “ Ply- 
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> llief that they were the in- 
ms of a conspira od hy 
fired mead the 





some of t 
Jesuit, mis 
place, whose only crime in tui 
shivent. of a fonndling hospit; 
whom Chinese charity ‘would other 
allowed to perish 1 about the walls of the city. 

In Yangehow they had not even done 60 in 
private, having been engaged in making 

rangements about the renting of premiv 
&e. In the third place, although Mr, Med- 
hurst went up to Nanking in the 
without waiting for a direct order from Peking 
to act in this Yangchow matter, he had already 
received instructic mt the Hritish Minister 
to visit the Viceroy with that vessel for the pur- 
pore of exchanging civilities and making general 
arrangements, In the fourth place, before the 
final demands were made at Nanking orders from 
the Tsungli Yamén at Peking had already been 
forwarded through Mr. Medhurst’s hands di- 
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recting the local authorities to settle the affair in 
question with that officer ; and in the fitth and 
last, it was Tstng Kwo-fau’s refusal to obey that. 
order which led finally to Mr, Medhurst taking 
the extreme measure, not of bombarding the 
city, as the phrase used by the writer would 
seem to denote, but of detaining a small gun 
vessel built by the Kiangnan Government, and 
in which as being « success in her line they took 
much pride. The imaginary case of the Chinese 
flect sailing up to the Nore might with some 
justice be brought forward, if after the six ninth 

ass ymandarins had hired a house in © Park 
Lane and were quietly residing there, their ro- 
sidence had becu bombarded for six days by 
mobs uttering filthy abuse of all kinds, and final- 
ly had been Thurst into and set on fire, the ma- 
gistrates all the while sitting calmly by and po- 
Ticeman continuing in their beats with placid 
countenances. If after all this the Government 
had ordered the authorities at London (who 
were themselves however nearly as independent 
of its control as Tunis is of the Sultan at Con- 
stantinople) to settle the affair with a higher 
Chinese official, present on a friendly mission, and 
that these authorities had refused to take any 
steps in the matter, while it was well known 
that the British Government had neither the 
wish or the power to enforce its orders. Ifafter 
all this the peripatetic minister had complained 
to the Court of Peking of the action of its olfi- 
cials in ordering the Chinese fleet up to the 
Nore, and blockading the entrance to Wool- 
wich dockyard, we conceive that even the writer 
in Blackwood would not have been much sur- 
prised to hear of his complaints meeting with 
little regard from the power whose subjects 
had thus been seandalonsly and openly illtreated. 

But in addition to all we have written above 
we must demur to the statement that Mr. Bur- 
lingame during his stay in China was in any 
sense a diligent student of the laws, manners, 
history or politics of the people. So far from 
this being the case, we make the deliberate 
statement that of China as she is at the present 
day, or of China as she was at any period of her 
history, Mr, Burlingame’s knowledge as evinced 
by his published specches is not equal to that 
of the ordinary traveller who during a stay of 
a few weeks has been crammed to repletion by 
kind and sympathising friends, ‘The pictures 
drawn of Chinese life and Chinese ideas by that 
intelligent statesman are, we can assure the 
world, a laughing stock for those familiar with 
the phases of f Chinese thought and Chinese philo- 
sophy. A fow ill-drawn allusions to Confucius 
and Meneius ; a picture of the supposed four 
hundred millions of the Flowery Land ; an en- 
tirely mistaken view of the classics studied by 
Chinese stutents who aapire to hizh office, and 





























to some reputed idea of one who, whatever may 
be said of his care for British interests in China, 
was yet a statesman of immensely greater calibre 
thanhis former colleague, Mr. Burlingame ; these 
form the stock in trade of the present leader of 
the mission. With Mr. Burlingume’s antece- 
dents we have nothing to do; it only remains 
for us to protest against his veing considered in 
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any respect representative of China as it is, and 
‘o utter a cantion against it being supposed that 
the vain platitudes uttered in San Francisco, in 
New York, in Downing Street or in the Tuileries 
axcite any other feeling amongst intelligent and 
aducated natives than simple ridicule. 





Tue report on the condition of the government 
schools in Hongkong and its dependencies for 
the year 1868, published in the Government 


Gazette of the 13th ult., affords an instructive | 


though very discouraging comment upon two 
of the pet schemes for the onlightenment of the 
Chinese. The advocates of one plan cry ont 
for education in western science ; the advocates 
of another place their firm reliance on the teach- 
ing of Christianity. With regard to the former 
Mr. Stewart reports a very prevalent unwilling- 
ness to learn, or «tt least indifference to the ad- 
vantages of learning. With regard tothe lat- 
ter it would appear that the native Christian, 
even when found in the position of a teacher, is 
an ingeniously contrived compound rascal who 
yails his incompetence and laziness under a mix- 
ture of foreign hypocrisy and native falschood. 
The Bishop.of Victoria is no doubt a very ex- 
cellent prelate, industrious, and perhaps endow- 
ed with a certain amount of ability. By his 
position he is compelled in many cases to be 
actively useless, and his previous training and 
associations have operated somewhat unfavoura- 
bly upon his power of taking a liberal view of 
secular questions. But there are certain opi- 
uicns which every evangelical cleryyman is ex- 
pected to express up-m suitable occasions, and it 
ig still more incumbent upon an_ evangelical 
bishop to uphold his peculiar school. In spite, 
therefore, of what competent persons long re- 
sident in China could have told him, and no 
doubt did tell him, of their experience as re- 
spects native Christians, he has expressed his 
conviction that the moral tone of the pupils in 
the government schocls has been lost in conse- 
quence of the compulsory reading of the bible 
having been abolished. “Now this, as we have 
said, is quite right for a bishop, and will look 
well in the romantic religious literature which 
addresses itself to a certain class of home 
readers. But it is unfortunate for this view, 
that up to 1862, when the bible was in all tho 
schools, the grossest deception was practised in 
the manner of teaching it. When the inspector 
succeeded in surprising a school he found that 
other books were being rapidly huddled away, 
and the bible brought forward so as to give the 
impression that it occupied the most important 
place. The bibles were not thumbed, soiled nor 
dogs-eared, and it eventually came out that 
“two or three chapters of St. Matthew’s gospel, 
committed to memory without being understood, 
was all the progress that had been made or at- 
tempted.” Yet, this is the state of things that 
the bishop would restore. Not that this is what 
he would wish to realise, for, doubtless. he thinks 
that the bible possesses some occult power suf- 
ficient to overthrow the high places of heathen- 
ism and deceit. But he and many others forget 
that a Chinese “Christian” is no better than 
an English “ Christian,” who yet may be a poi- 
soner, 2 forzer or a garotter. There is a ten- 
dency to mix up the two distinct notions of a 
Christian us one professing to belong to a certain 
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school of opinion, and a Christian a4 one who to 
the best of his power fulfils all his Christian 
obligations. This “‘Thaumatrope fallacy” has 
been the source of much misconception, and of 
very great injustice to missionaries. We do 
not deny the need of the bible in making Chris. 
tians of the second class, but the expectation of 
employment, as in the case of the Hongkong 
teachers, is amply sullicient to. make Christians 
of the first class. Unluckily there is no test 
sufliciently subtle to detect the true from tlie 
false. In the matter of “experiences,” fervor 
of profession &c., the latter would in all pro- 
ability out do the former. But to all reasona- 
ble persons it will appear manifest that a sys- 
tem which, by offer premium to the exhibi- 
tion of Christianity, turns a genuine heathen 
into a hypocritical Christian, has justly been 
abandoned on its demetits. So much for enforced 
Christianity. Moreover the Chinese under Mr. 
Stewart's observation do not cue to learn, and 
do not care to make their children learn. With 
certain obvious limitations we may assume that 
the sphere of Mr. Stewart's observations repre- 
sents with tolerable fairness corresponding 
spheres in other parts of China. In the colony 
there are no less than 10,697 uneducated child- 
ren who, without alsolute government compul- 
sion, cannot be brought under happierinfuences, 
We can direct the stream of education past the 
doors of the people, but how are we to make 
them drink? It is quite true that the induce- 
ments offered by the Inspector General of Cus- 
toms have had a marked effect upon the youths 
at the Central school. A situation in the Cus- 
toms implies a high salary and a good position. 
And here is just the secret. A Chinese asks as 
his crucial question—* will such or such a thing 
pay pecuniarily? He will do anything—pray, 
steal, or Iearn English, if it seems likely to pay ; 
he will become a Christian or anything else from 
the same motive. Perhaps, in process of time 
this development of national character may lose * 
its universality. But it will be the result of scores 
of years devoted to the education of generation 
after generation. Meanwhile we must start on 
the basis of self interest, and tell our students 
that by learning the uses of machinery they will 
be in a position to cut out uneducuted operatives, 
that by learning foreign surgery they will in 
time supplant native practitioners, aud that by 
learning English they will find en:ploymont as 
clerks und linguists. ‘To a modified degree this 
consideration of immediate interest is found 
amoug all populatious, but nowhere in civilised 
countries and throughout all classes is it the 
sole motive to the attainment of a liberal edu- 
cation. 

There are many other points of importance 
in Mr. Stewart's report to which we ‘cannot 
ref Those upon which we have dwelt are 
peculiarly interesting as bearing upon ond of 
the great questions of our intluence for good 
in this empire. 
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THE PORT OF KIUKIANG. 


Kiuktana, 3tst dfarch, 1869, 
To the Editor 8. CU. & C. Gazerce. 

Stz,—We venture to address you on the subject 
of Mr. Edward C ham’s memorial to Mr. 
Consul Medhurst, dated 3ist January, which ap- 
peared in your issue of the 26th inst., as there are 
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some statements made in it regarding the Poyang 
Lake and Kiukiang, which, if allowed to pass by 
witheut notice, may cause the importance, charac- 
ter and condition of the Lake to be misunder- 
stood, as well as to confirm Mr. Cunningham's opin- 
jon, that Kiukiangis a failure, and that Hukow 
ought to be substtituted for it, in case the navigation 
of the Lake by’steam cannot be gained. 

It may be as well to commence by dray 
tention to the circumstances under which 
kiang was chosen instead of Hukow. 

The late Earl of Elgin, when addressing Mr. 
Gow Sir Harry) Parkes from Hongkong, under 

late 19th January 1861, wrote as follows :— 

“Tn the correspondence which has passed be- 
tween Mr. Bruce and the Prince of Kung on this 
subject, Riukiang is named as one of the places 
at which a British Consul is to be established. 
You will, however, when on the spot, have to con- 
sider whether Hukow, at the entrance of the chan- 
nel leading from the Yang-tsze to the Poyang 
Lake, be not, with a view to the general interests 
of trade, the more eligible position for a Consul. 
Should you, on examination, come to the conclu- 
sion that such is the case, lam confident that, Sr. 
Bruce will not disapprove, if, with the Admiral’s 
concurrerce, and the consent of the Chinese au- 
thorities, you establish him there instead of at 
Kiukiang.” 

The deputation, appointed by the Shanghai 
Chamber of Commerce, which accompaniéd Ad- 
miral Hope and Mr. Parkes up the Yangtsze, re- 
ported thus, under date 30th March 1861. 

“Kiukiang and Hukow.—Both these places were 
visited and examined with regard to their capacities 
for the site of the second new port on the Yangtze. 
The latter is just at the mouth of the Po-yang 
Lake, but the place is small, and the steepness of 
the hills on which it is built, gives no space for 
the requirements of a trading depot, while on the 
opposite shore, the alluvial soil is liable to be flood- 
ed in suirmer. It iy not, nor has it ever been, 
a place of trade. 

“ Kinkiang has always been a port of some con- 
sequence, though even before it was devastated by 
the Rebels, it was somewhat on the decline. Both 
equally command, practically, the navigation of 
the Po-yang Like” 

Kiukiang was thus opened after due considera- 
tion had been given to Hukow. 

We have often visited Hulzow, and can quite 
confirm the wisdom in not opening it in place of 
Kiukiang. We will, however, mention some of the 
advantages which Kiukiang has over Hukow, re- 
marking, that we know of no advantages which 
Hukow possesses over Kiukiang. 

In the first. place, though Kiukiang is subject to 
storms, Hukow and otter places on the Yang-tsze 
are equally so, with this difference, however, that 
Kiukiang possesses a creek capable of affording 
secure shelter to hundreds uf junks, cargoboats, 
&e., while Hukow has no natural shelter of any 
kind, there is certainly a small artificial harbour, 
but this is reserved exclusively for gunboats, and 
the Custom houses, to which the junks have to 
report in passing, are on the opposite side of the 

ake. When the water in the Yangtsze is very 
low, the creck at Kiukiang is hardly available, but 
then the high banks shelter the junks, though 
moored in the river. Again Kiukiung is aplace 
of considerable trade, whereas Hukow has no trade 
whatever, it being merely a garrison town, while 
Kiukiang, on the other hand, is a prefectural city, 
the residence of a Taou_ Tae. who controls the 
North Eastern part of Keangse, his jurisdiction 
embracing all the Green and Red Leaf Tea districts 
in the province, as well as the pottery and most 
of the paper districts, in addition to which the 
circuit is an important outlet for Imports. i 

Asto Mr. Cunuingham’s statement that Kiu- 
kiang is a failure, we would refer him to your 
ssue of the 16th ulto.. where the Imports and Ex- 
ports for the past six years, are tabulated ; this 

















will, we think, be sufficient to refute his bare opin- 
ion. Inanswer to Mr. Cunningham’s statement 
as to the detention of boats at and about Hukow, 
for weeks 
give ita distinct denial, and as to the statement 
regarding seventeen boisterous miles, and the dif- 
ficulties experienced by boats, which he ‘says are 
constructed principally for creek navigation, be- 
tweeu Hukow and this, we call itan exaggeration, 
as the boats used between the places on the Lake 
and this, are not built for creek navigation, and so 
far from there being any difficulty in their reaching 
this place, they are tracked all the way up, when 
the wind is adverse ; the only obstruction which 
they meet with being caused by the hulks, pon- 
toons &e, of the S. S. N. Co., which, stretching for 
some distance from the shore here into the river, 
effectually prevent boats tracking past, so as to 
reach the creek. : 

With regard to the Poyang Lake, Mr. Cunning- 
ham states that its importance has been greatly 
overrated, and its character and condition misun- 
derstood. This is « very sweeping statement, aud 
we would ask, who has misunderstood the Lake 
besides himself? 

Mr. Cunningham speaks of Surveys, Explora- 
tions, and Chinese accounts. We will dismiss the 
Chinese accounts in hisown words. “They know 
there is no reliance to be placed on Chinese in- 
formation,” and ask him to what surveys and ex- 
plorations he refers? 

We have visited the Lake, and unhesitatingly 
state, that the rivers, which enter at Wooching, 
Yaouchow and Shwuy-Hung are very important, 
and navigable for hundreds of miles, the above 
places too not being “ only places of call,” and fur- 
ther, that the Poyang Lake is not a mere swamp, 
as the survey of Lieut. Kerr, R. N.,commanding 
HLM. S. Cockchafer, will clearly shew. 

In conclusion we would remark that there is 
some inconsistency in Mr. Cunningham’s memo- 
rial, as he states, that what he has to say will not 

ict with any point expressed in the letter of 
the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce, dated Ist 
February, whereas it does most certainly conflict, 
in this matter of the proposed substitution of Hu- 
kow for Kiukiang. : 

We enclose our cards, and subscribe ourselves 


BRITISH MERCHANTS. 








. B. M. SUPREME COURT. 
April 7th 1869. 
Before R.A. Mowar Esq. (in tho absonce of 
tho Assistant Judge.) 
D. Brows v. Nicouson & Boyn. 

Claim for $149.03 ; for work done. 

Mr. R. H. B. Fornes, who appeared for the dofen- 
dants, admitted fhe claim but ‘Hsputed the amount. 

Davi Brows, sworn :—I am the plaintiff in this 
caseand am a shipwright. I was en; by Mr. 
Adams one of the partners on the 26th January.as the 
second officer of the William JV. Mr, Adams said I 
would be paid the same out of dock as in dock. He 
asked me to go aschief officer. I said that I was only 
ashipwright, aud as [ was not a navigator I could not. 
He then engaged meas second officer. The following 
morning he told me to get a sampan and engage two 
neren oe. Sie eee Soy aim that [ 
was payi 5 per month for my ant ing. 
Re anid “Manco, only penis anda hat oy 

3 to 1@ said I was to get the wages of the po! 
The wages at that time were $60 and found. I did 
not say so to Mr. Adams at the time. Lasked him for 
an agreement, bat he said it would be needless as things 
would be all tight. ‘The William JV was then in d 
but 1 could not have lived on board as she was, unpro- 
visioned. Mr. Adams said T could do so when she left 
dock. 1 told him I was staying at the Exchange .and 
that my board and lodging amounted to $1.50 per 
day. I commenced to work the following morning. 
‘The Captain was sick and I went to him ay for or 
ders. Twas dis ‘onthe 7th March. ‘The Csp- 
tain said on the previous Saturday he would no longer 
require my services, as himself and the mate would 
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co the vessel toJapan. When I applied for my wages 
vas offered $60. 1 said it was not sufficient, He then 
red mo $80, and Insked what about the sam; 

told meas i was not satisfied to leave the ollice. 
th reference to the sampan I was only told to get it 
the day I went to work. It was omployed carrying 
+men to and from their meals. Tt was also employ: 
for bringing stores to theship, I paid the sampan 
$10. Iwas not authorized to engoge it for the 
uth, but I considered it necessary for the use of the 
p. ‘Both Mr, Adams and the Captain also made uso 


it 
To Defendant :—It was quite understood that { was 
the wages of the port. There was no mention 
je of $50. I know there are sampans belonging to 
:firm, but they were all engaged. Iwas not avcaro 
‘the workmen all psy their own sampan hire: 
‘e days after I joined the vessel she was afloat aud 
snot lying high and dry. 
Co the Court :—There are only sampans belongin; 
the firm, Twas second ollicer before. When I jotned 
) and found was the wages of the port. That is the 
ount the second olficer of the steamer that lay 
‘east of us was getting. No one lived on board until 
day she went on her trial trip and broke down. I 
re no evidence to produce as to the wages of the 
+t, Mr. Forbes knows what they, were, and I will 
Uhim as witness, 
Me. Forbes said he refused to become witness for 
intiff, since he was there to represent defendants. 
is Wonsuir overruled the objections of Mr. Forbes, 
© was|then sworn, and stated that when eent by Mr. 
ams to the ‘Sailors’ Home he lnd been told’ that 
‘eral had Teen engaged at $50, and that was the 
oat'the time, ‘The defendants were willing to pay 
the hire of the sanpan so far as it was employed in 
sir service and for their work, say one-third of the 
ount, or $6, 
His Wonsmre gave Judgment for $135.4 for work 
re and $6 for sampan hire, with costs. 











H. B. M. SUMMARY COURT. 
‘April Gth, 1869. 
Before ft. A. Mowat, Esq. 
J. Paitnose v, Cassist. 
‘Slaim of $40 ; balance of ground rent due. 
Defendant denied the claim. 
Joux Pruacnose, sworn :—{ am amerchant. The de- 
dant is a bers | house keeper. Tclaim a balance 
ground rent of $40 in respect of soven houses sold 
me to him three years ago. He paid in 1867 and 
11868 a total of §110, leaving the balance now 
imed. 1 applied several times, and he referred me 
Mr, Kelly, who refused to interfere, 
Defendant stated the ground ront he had to pay was 
ly $20, and that he had paid $110, making it a pay- 
ut of 3} years in advance, 
Plaintiff, in reply to defendant, stated that ho never 
‘eed that the ground rent was to be only $20 a year. 
Defendant admitted that plaintiff had made several 
ications to him for the money, and that it was on- 
the last moment, and when he was informed it 
$75, he said that it was only $20 he agreed for. 
PLAINTIFF. —T'o the Court.—The seven houses wero 
ortion of 33 built by myself on land 1 had rented 
m Messrs Bower, Hanbury & Co. ‘The lease expires 
1876. I pay as ground rent for the land Taels 450 
‘annum, and what I charge the defendant is less 
nn his proper portion. ‘The proper charge for what 
has ought to be $120, but 1 only charge him $75. 
has about one third of the land in his possession. 
writing passed between us. 
tis Wonsurr gave judgment for the defendant, 
the plaintiff was unable to produce any written 


coment. 
. April 8th, 1869. 
Before R. A. Mowat Esq. 
Ait-tooxa v. J. Biro. 
“aim for $12.80, for wages. 
Jefendant admitted his indebtedness to the extent 
$4 ; which amount was paid into Court. 
‘his case had been adjourned since the penyions 
*k to enable the defendant to procure additional 
lence, 
bert Lambert, sworn :—I am a ship builder at 
tung. I have known the defendant for several years, 
was in my employment as foreman carpenter. He 
3 superintending the repairs of the Kiangloong in 
3..N.Co.’s dock, Iengaged him about 12th -De- 
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cember in my office. Ho commenced working im- 
mediately and continued till the Gth or 7th January. 
For the first few days tho defendant did not stay on 
board. I slept four or five nights on board mynelt on 
mre cocaxion; he was then staying on beard: 1 i my 
impression that he remained anil slept there, with the 
exception of the first few days, all the time. I was 
often very carly on board and he was always before 
me. [often left late and he was also there. On one oc- 
casion I wanted some tools from him and and he said 
the next time he went to Shanghai he would bring 
them for me, and I,was continually asking him if he 
had brought them, but he always replied that he had 
not been to Shanghai, . 

His Worstur gave Judgment for the amount paid 
into Court, but without costs. 

A'Low v. C, T. Joses, 

Claim of $95 ; balance of wages due. : 

Defeudant admitted the claim for wages, but denied 
the amount, as plaintiff left his employ without due 
notice. 

Plaintiff, sworn :—I am a compositor. Defendant 
printed te Evening Express. I entered his service 
six months ago. I was to get $30 per month. I con- 
tinued in his service till the Ist April. Wages for 3 
mionths and 6 days aredue to me, $5. remains unpaid 
out of December's wages. My wages for January, Fe- 
bruary and March are not paid. I have asked for 
them. 

To Defentlant :—I struck work on the 15th March. I 
did so because T could not get paid. The strike did 
not last more than one hour, asji resumed work when 
Mr. Tarrant sccured the wages. ; 

Derespasr stated that on this occasion he had en- 
tered into an agreement with the plaintiff, which was 
witnessed by Mr. Tarrant, whereby if he with the 
other compositors continued to work till the end of 
that month they were each to be paid a half month's 
wages ou the 17th of the month, and before the end of 
the month they were to get the residue in bills to col 
lect, with a further proviso that if these bills should. 
prove uncollectable they would within a fortnight af- 
ter the Ist April be exchanged for others or for cash. 
Defendant contended that he had kept that agreement, 
he had paid on the 17th of the month the half month’s 
wages as stipulated, and he had on the 3ist of said 
month given the promised bills to collect, which by 
the foreman had been entrusted for cdllection to the 
compradore, who on the first day he presented them 
collected nearly $100. Despite this fulfilment of tho 
agreement on his part plaintiff refused to work, 
without giving any notice, which compelled him to 
shut his office, as he could not on the short time that 
ensued between such refusal to work and the 
time for the publication of his paper obtain other 
workmen, 

Wrrsess, in reply to the Court, stated he had been 
a party to the agreement; and had also received the 
half month's wages as promised. 

Defendant then handed in copy of the agreement 
entered into, and also a receipt for the bills which he 
had handed to the men, the amount of which more than. 
covered the balance due for wages; the $100 which 
had been collected he should have to retura on the 
application of the subscribers, as plaintiff's striking 
hindered him from publishing his journal. 

Wrrvess, in reply to defendant, stated it was cus- 
tomary to gives month's notice, but that he had not 
done s0._ His wages were already three months in ar- 
rear, and he could not wait another month. . 

His Worsuip after reading tho agreement said it 
was bad, as it was destitute of a consideration. As no 
consideration wason the face of it, the defeudantshould 

wireto show in evidence thatsucha consideration did 
exist. It could not fora moment be thought that the 
money to which plaintiff was already entitled, and out 
of which he only got balf a month's pay should be 
consideration. But even supposing the agreement 
were a good; one, it appeared from tho defendant's 
own admission that the plaintiff bad performed his 
patt of it, as he had served till the end of the'current 
mouth, which was all he was by the agreoment bout 
todo.’ He would accordingly give Judgment for plain- 
tiff with costs. 

‘The claims of Lou-chin-hoe and Ah-chew; the for- 
mer of $75, the latter of $99.50, were admitted by 
the defendant—these men having never struck work— 
and Judgment with costs entered for them. 
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#H. B. M. POLICE CouRT. 
April 2nd, 1869. 
Before It, A. Mowat, Esq. 

Samuel Watkins, of the Margaret Campbell, was 
charged with refusal of duty. 

James Seott, sworn :—I am master of the Margaret 
Ca:nplall. The prisoner is an able seaman. I ordered 

i Wednesday, to scrape the top gallant mast, 
fased to do it, ] ad to get it done by another 
man, He has done no duty since, and refuses todo any. 

‘The prisoner said he was forced to do a0, asthe cap- 
tain wanted him to do another man’s work. 

His Woxsinr ordered the prisoner to forfeit six days’ 
pay and to return to his duty. 

April 3rd, 1869. 
Before It. A. Mowat, Esq. 

Samuel Watkins, seaman belonging to the Margaret 
Campiwil, was charged with continued refusal of duty. 
The prisoner, who admitted the charge, was sentenced 
tv six weeks’ imprisonment with hard labour, his wages 
to maintain him during his term of imprisonment. 

April 5th, 1869. 
Before It. A. Mowat, Esq. 

George Preston of the Thermopylae was charged with 
being drunk and disorderly. Prisoner refused to go 
away when told, and seized the constable by the neck 
when taken in charge. He was fined $3. 

William Donovan, an inmate of the Sailors’ Home, 
was charged with being drunk and incapable. The pri: 
soner proved very riotous in the station and wanted to 
force his way out; he also smashed a bucket against 
the wal! valued at 50 cts. 
¥ isoner was fined $2, and 50 cts. cost of the 





























Aman named Almet, belonging to the Orissa, was 
charged with d i The prisoner admitted the 
Wut aid a consequence of the bad treat- 

s suljected to on board, 
SHIP sentenced the prisoner to six weeks’ 

imprisonment with hard labour and low diet. 
April 6th, 1869, 
Refore Ii. A. Mowat, Esq. 

John Dorket, of the Anna Nichols 
with being drunk and disorderly, The 
fully proven, and the prisoner was fined $: 



























was charged 
rge was 








I. Redding, seaman belonging to the Minden, was 
charged witit refusal of duty. 





Prisoner denied the charge. 
n, deposed :—Tam Master of the 
He refused 


Henry Bell, swe 
Minute. ‘Yhe prisoner is an able seaman, 
yon Sunday morning both to myself 
officers of the ship, He 
to the officers. 1, my i 
overbearing manner to the men T desired him to be 
jlent, and he answered by telling me to “ go be 
mined,” and stating that he would do no more work. 
He has dene nothing since. 
he prisoner, who admitted that he did not work on 
, and that he did refuse duty on the previous 
‘as ordered to pay cost of summons and forfei 













heard him sp 

















April Tth 1869. 
Before Rt. A. Mowat, Esq. 
William McDonald, seaman belonging to the Tian- 
ia, waa cliarged with boing drank and incapable and 
was fined $2. 








William Smyth, of the Bartadian, was charged with 
derortion. The prisoner stated that the dissatistac- 
tion which he felt, aud which caused him to leave 
was duc toa ¢ lo the officers. He was sen- 
tenced to six weeks’ imprisonment with hard labour 
and Jow dict, and to be put on board should his vessel 
again return to the port. 











Alexander Mulligan, of the Titania, was charged 
with assault. Complainant, who wa: ive fe- 
ale and keeper of a brothel, stated that the prisoner 
Uroke in her door and struck her violently on the 
mouth, The policoman who arrested him estimated 
the injury to the door at 50 cents. The prisoner 
was fined $3 and 50 cents damages. 











TL Redding, seaman belonging to the Minden, was 
charged with continued refusal of duty. The prison- 
er was scutenced to four weeks’ imprsonment with 





hard labour, and to pay for his maintenance while 
in goal out of his wages. 


John McCarthy, of the Titania, was charged with 
cutting and wounding the socond officer of same vesscl. 

The prisoner admitted the charge. 

Jobn Brown, sworn :—I am second officer of the 
Titania, The prisoner is the boatswain’s mate. Ho 
returned on board yesterday at 3.30 p.m. and went 
and reported himself to the mate, He then went 
forward. At the time I was standing at the main 
hatch attending to my work. The prisoner came up 
to me and asked me if I was satistied now that he 
did not get his discharge. I replied it was not my 
affair ‘and told him to’go forward, He then drewa 
knife and struck at my breast. I jumped aside but 
the blow strack me on my shoulder. ‘The knife cut 
through my coat and shirt, and much blood came 
from the wound, which is about cight inches in leng- 
th and an inch and a halfindepth. One of the men 
went to seize him and he’ then threw the knife over- 
Board. As soon as the captain came on 
sent for the police and gave the prisoner in charge. 
It was a sheath knife. I did not see it until he drew 
it. I did not see where he drew it from. The pri 
soner was quite sober. My arm is painful and stiff 
this morning, and the doctor says I must keep quiet . 
for some time. 

‘The medical certificate was handed in, which stated. 
that the wound was not of a dangerous character. 

His Wonsmp remanded the prisoner for a week. 















COURT OF U. S. se SULATE GENERAL. 
pril 9th, 1869. 
Before G. F. Sewanp, Esq. Consul General. 
Aduinistrator in the Estate of J. H. Caureuert v, 
JW. Aue: 
Claim of ‘Tis. 350,1for billiard table sold ; and for 
other appurtenances, including extra billiard cloth un- 
sold. ‘The table had been sold by the common assent 
and mutual agreement of the petitioner and defendant, 
‘As the Associates did not appear till late, the case 
was heard by consent of the partics to the suit by the 
Consul General alone 
seas D, Wenn, sworn :—T am administrator in the 
the estate of J. H. Crutchett, and in such capacity 
sue for the value of certain property belonging to said 
estate. Mr. Crutchutt bought the billiard tablo in 
question at public auction. He told me himself that 
he had so purchased it, and that it was his property. 
He disposed of it conditionally before his death. The 
condition was that at a future time it was to go to an- 






















other. I heard him say he soli it to Holcomb for an- 
other party. Iain not confident who that party was 
but [ thiol r. Charles Allen, { can positively state 








that afterwards the arrangement entered into for the 
sale was cancelled, as Mr. Holcomb was unable to ful- 
fill its terms. He came to Mr. ombly and myself 
afterwe had taken out administration, and in the course 
of the conversation that ensued said ho desired to give 
up the contract, as he had made changes in his arrango- 
ments. It was assented to that he should have the 
table on the payment in cash of the amount that Mr. 
Crutchett paid for it atauction. My knowledge of the 
contract was gained from conversation with the in- 
terested parties. ‘The table was to be delivered on Ist 
January, 1868. Lafterwards demanded possession of 
the table but was refused. 

Witness hear read a letter which he had received 
from the defendant, which was to the effect that he 
(defendant) had an impression that the table belonyed 
to Holcomb and that under the circumstancess he re- 
fused to give it up. 

‘The reason 1 did not demand the table sooner than 
1 did was because there was no sale for it. 

To defendant :—I do not know that any claim was 
made before Holcomb went away. The schedule of 
cffects was not signed by me, but by Mr. Twombly. 
do not know if the table is mentioned ainong the ef- 
fects, (Schedule produced, but it contained nq men- 
tion of the table.) [t was well understood that Mr. 
Crutchett was the owner of the table. He purchased 
it publicly at auctio: 

CHARLES HL 























witness forthe defence, sworn :— 
L recollect the bil table. I remember Mr. Crutchett 
buying it at auction. Mr. Holcomb told ime he had 
re-bought it from him. He also told me that.there 
was no time specitied for payment. I believe that af- 
terwards a new arrangement was entered into in which 
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was provided that if he did not poy for it before 
1e new saloon was opencd he should pay interest on 

‘The saloon is the “Bank Exchange,” and was to 
8 opened in the mouth of January. 

To the Court :—A short time afterwards he told me 
ther that he had paid or agreed to pay Mr. Crut- 
rett Lam not now sure which. Ido not know myself 
hother he paid. I don’t know that he ever gave uj 
ae arrangement. For some months before ho went 
way Lhad not much conversation with him as he did 
ot carry out some arrangements entered into between 
arselves, 

To the defendant :—He gave up all idea of opening 
ae saloon about November. 

J. W. ALLES, sworn, deposed :—On one ocea- 
on Mr. Cratchett and Mr, Holcomb both together 
ame round to my place, when the latter said he wish- 
1to have a game on his table. Lasked how that 
‘as, and Mr, Crutchett said he had sold it to him 
reviously I bad insurance on my furniture, including 
1c table, which was always repaid to me by Mr. Crut- 
ett. Afterwards when it was necessary to renew 
ae insurance I asked Mr. Crutchett if I should do so. 
‘e told me to apply to Mr. Holcomb. Lasked him and 
e told me not to mind doing so. I never heard it said 
y either party that the agreement was given up. 
fr. Holcomb was always looked on_as the owner. 

referred intending purchasers to him, 1 did not 
now whether the sale was a conditional or absolute 
ne. 1 keep the table because I have a claim against 
lolcomb’s estate in the shape of an unpaid compra- 
ore’s order received for valuable consideration. 

‘The order; which was for $200, and account were 
anded into Court. 

“To petitioner :—The credit was not given on the 
srength of the table. 

To the Court :—The compradore order was for value 
aceived. 

Petitions objected to the various items in the ac- 
ount 
His Hoxour reserved judgment. 




















A. S. Fones v. Avoustixe Hearn & Co. 
The following is the Judgment in this case. 


The British barque Anita, about a sale of which 
tis controversy has arisen, was formerly registered at 
longkong in the name af Alexander MeKeuzie of 
Uapool, Scotland, and was mortgaged to Ezra S, 

of the city of New York. Mr, Goodridge 
aving died, McKenzie executed a release of all his 
erest in her, to Mary LeRoy Goodridge, adininistra- 
‘ix, of Riverdale, New York. This administrateix 
mt to Messrs. Augustine Heard & Co. authority to 
Ml the ship, and thereunder Messrs. Wheelock & Co. 
dvertised aud suld her at auction on the 26th of Fe- 
ruary last, to the complainant Amasa S. Fobes. After 
1e sale, an informality in the power to sell held by 
1e respondents, was discovered, and the purchaser 
ted ‘them to recover one-half ‘the purchase money 
‘hich he had paid. ‘The controversy was subsequently 
ithdrawn from the Court, and submitted to my arbi- 
cation, and was decided against the complainant on 
he ground that he was likely to get, without serious 
clay, substantially the article for which he had con- 
meted. The transfer has since beon effected, and the 
urchaser having claimed that he has incurred loss 
nd damage in consequence of the delay, the parties 
ave again submitted their controversy tomy arbi- 
ration. 

‘The purchaser says, “the vessel was offered for sale 
or one-half cash on fall of Intamer, and one- 
aléon transfer. ‘The question wis publicly asked at 
be sale, when the transfer could be made, and the 
uctioncer responded, * to-day or to-morrow.’ ‘The ne- 
anl transfer was not made until the 13th of March, 
Ithough the money was tendered and transfer request. 
d at once after the sale.” 

The respondents say, “we admit that whatever was 
aid by the auctioneer was said by us, but we do not 
onsider the words incidentally spoken aout an im- 
1ediate delivery to have been intended on one side or 
nderstood on the other, to be a warranty of the vessel 
s she stood with immedinte transfer with all forma- 
ities. We regard it as a portion of the description of 
he thitg nbout to be sold, and that an error in this 
articular was not one to affect ber value.” 

As has been seen, I did not consider the failure to 
ansfer at once, a eufficient failure to enable the pur- 
hacer to throw up the contract. But undoubtedly if 
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he has been put to loss, actual and unavoidable, by 
reason of the failure, he is entitled to damages. 

The purchaser in the ordinary course of business, 
would, on tendering the purchase money, have been en- 
titled to possession without inconvenient delay. Tho 
sellers in offering the vessel, gave an implied warranty 
that they would exceute a suflicient title, and dp what- 
ever else might be necessary to ennble the purchaser to 
gcere possessiori at suich early moment. 

The respondents take n different view, and say ub- 
stantially, as [understand them, thnt it was the part 
of the purchaser to have been on his guard respecting 
the title, I do not so construe the Inw. Were the 
question one respecting the qualities of the ship, 
remarks imade in good faith by the auctioncer 
would not Lind him or his principals as a warranty, 
but the doctrine touching a title is different. Then £ 
find it broadly stated in Kent's commentaries. “If the 
seller has possession and sells an article as his own, 
and not as agent for another, and for a fair price, he is 
understood to warrant the title,” and I think that this 
is substantially the present case. It is true that Messrs. 
Augustine Heard & Co. are agents. Yet they were in 
possession and sold the ship as their own, and have 
not demurred, or indicated an opinion that they should 
Ve treated otherwise than as principals. In point of 
fact, damages, if any are given, will be by way of re- 
coupement on the price of the shi 

It remains to be seen whether actual and unavoid- 
able loss has been incurred by the purchaser, in conse- 
quence of the failure in the transfer. 

On this point the respondents say, “we maintain that 
we tendered the purchnser, what for all practical mer- 
cantile purposes was substantially the thing ho 
bought. We offered possession and use of the vessel 
upon payment of the purchase money into the Consu- 
Jate, to there await the completion of the title, and 
moreover, as we did not know what financial or other 
difficulties might attach themselves to the vessel as 
she stood, we offered to take such steps as would 

nicet and obviate any other difficulty or in- 
ence growing out of the existing state of 
c, Ke, Ke." The purchaser “could have 




































things, 
used, chartered or sold the vessel immediately after 
the auction sule.” 

On the other side, Mr. Fobes snys, “the vessel being 


under the English flag, and Land my constituents be- 
ing Americans, we could not hold the vessel, or send 
her to sea, unless a change of flag could be effected.” 

It is to be determined then whether the purchaser 
could use, charter or sell the vessel, or was debarred from 
so doing, by circumstances beyond his control, 

‘The inquiry takes two directions. Could the vessel be 
transferred fo the American flagj—could she be used 
under the British flag? 

The scheme of the British laws which affect the case 
thnt.n record shall be made at the port of registry 
of arhip, of all that pertains to ownership in her, and 
the sailing paper, called certifiente of registry is not, 
as with us, a document of title. To carry out tho 
scheme so perfectly as may be, transfers at other places 
can be effected only on Powers of Attorney, or other 
sufficient documents, which have been noted at the 
place of registry. In this case, Hongkong was the 
port of registry, and the instrument of release froin 
McKenzie to Mary LeRoy Goodridge, Administratrix, 
had not been noted there. For this reason, the proper 
officer at Her Majesty's Consulate refused to recognize 
the document, nud thus tho transfer was prevented, 
so far as the action of the Uritish Consulate ne. 
cessary thereto, Whether there was any other couree 
by which a transfer might have becn effrcted, is hardly. 
question for my covsideration. Roth the gcllers and 
the purchaser appear to have believed there was not, 
and the sellers, upon whom the onus lay, failed to point 
out any sttch cours 

‘The other question is, whether the vezsel could have 
gone to sen, wearing the British flag. 

It is declared on the one side, und admitted on the 
other, that nn officer of the British Consulate to whom 
application was made, snid that she could go to sen, I 
am nevertheless inclined to believe, thnt she could not 
have cleared, Rule 3, article 109, of the British Mer- 
chant Shipping Act provides, that if any unqualified 
person, (not a British subject for the purposes of the 
Act) acquires as owner any interest, either legal or bene- 
ficinl, in a ship using a British flag and assuming tho 
British character, such interest shall be forfeited to her 
Majesty. It was known at the British Consulate, and 
was a matter of cuinmon report, that the vessel psy: 
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ceased to be British-owned, and in the face of the Act, 
which makes no exception, I am inclined to believe a 
clearance would have been refused. 

But if not, there was certainly no obligation on the 
part of the purchaser to take her under an alien flac. 
The sellers were ready to meet any difficulty. and would 
doubtless have guaranteed the purchaser against loss, 
Yet what complications might arise, involving claims 
for damages by charterers or shippers could not be fore- 
seen. Considering this uncertainty, and the stringen- 
cy of the British Inws, I assume that the purchaser 
was justified in not even attempting to send her to sea 
in euch manner though guaranteed ogainst conse- 
quent loss by the sellers. 

Iam aware that on a practical it like this, there 
is likely to be difference of opinion. Indeed the res- 
pondents in this case say that at least one vessel flying 
the British flag is sailing out of this port on her old 
papers, pending receipt of authority to transfer. I do 
not know however the circumstances of this case, whe- 
ther the purchase was made with 
circumstances, or whether the purch 
eubject or not. And it is to be borne in mind that the 
seller refused to allow the buyer to rescind the contract 
with knowledge of the fact that he would not consent 
to use the ship under the foreign fing, and that a recent 
seizure, or what was tantamount thereto, calculated to 
make the buyer fearful, had lately been made here, of 
the “Spray,” an Amerienn owned vessel, which had 
come in with Brities papers. 

‘Mr. Fobes claims damages for loss of use of the ship 
for 16 days, at the rate of $1,400 a month, the rate nt 
which he could have effected a charter at once after the 
sale, and for the difference between that rate and the 
rate for which he could have effected a charter when 
he received possession for a term of four months, ‘The 
number of days should be 15 instead of 16, and for this 
time 1 allow interest at 12 per cent. on the purchase 
money, as I consider that under the circumstances the 
‘vessel was not at the risk and expense of the purchaser 
until the transfer was made. And I ulso allow the differ- 
ence between the going rates at the time of transfer 
and time of sale, say as the Intter charters were for 
four months, for three-and-a-half months. 

‘Thus etated— 

Interest on Tls, 7,090 for 14 days at 12 °/,, The, 34.52 

Difference in rates, $300 per month, for 

$1,050. 


34 monthi 
GEO. F. SEWARD. 





































MEMORIAL ON REVISON OF THE TREATY. 


Suanonai, 25th February, 1869. 

Sin,—In reply to your announcement of the 28th 
December, 1868, referring toa despatch from H. M.’s 
Minister at Yeking on the subject of the proposed revi- 
sion of the Treaty of Tientsin, 1 have now the honour 
to submit the following suggestions for trausinission to 
Her Majesty’s Government in accordance with his Ex- 
cellency’s despatch. : 

Cawsen of present depressed state of China.—Having 
been more or loss engaged in Euginearing dutios in 
China since the yoar 1861, during which time my pro- 
feasional avocations have called me into most of the 
southern provinces of the Expire, wy that 
much of the present depressed state of the coutry arises 
in the first place from defective methods of inter-com- 
munication, and:in the second from an auintelligentre- 
fusal to utilise the mineral resources known to exist 
in various portions of the Empire, it will scarcely be 
‘an importinence in me to bring before Her Majes' 
Government those matters which have more immedi 
ately oocupied wy attention, and which seom in a great 
dogrer to have interfered that spread of foreign 
commerce so confidently predicted when the present 
treaties were entered into. 

Want of proper means of communication. —Referrin, 
then to the first obstacle mentioned above it ix foun 
at the it day the commmnicatiens of China are in 
aa crude a state ns whon the conntry first becaine an 
Empire, Thore is, indeed, reason to believe that so 
far from having progressed in this particular there has 
been a gradual decadence from the time of the earlier 




























scription, on! 
year with a fair monsoon ; or to the weak aud davger- 
ous craft by which the internal water-ways are tra- 
versed ; or again travel on laud by the so called roads 








of the country, we cannot but conclude that by the 
difficulties thrown in the way of the proper transport 
of goods the prosperity of the country has been seri- 
ously affected. Independently of the obstacles placed 
on the trade by the system of petty duties on goods in 
transport, the tendency of the want of proper commu- 
nications has heen tu isolate neighbouring districts, to 
inerease in each the competition for the necessaries of 
life, not only between man and man, but even between 
man and the lower animals, and to prevent the esta- 
Dlishment of an independent middle class, on the ex- 
istence of which so much of the prosperity of European 
States depends. There is reasons to believe that the 
struggle for existence in China, fostered by the isola- 
tion following on want of inter-communication, has 
been continually increasing ; beasts of burden at least 
seem to have been in more general use during the first 
periods of Chinese history to which we have access, 
while more attention was paid by the government to 
the formation of roads and bridges. Even in the south- 
crn provinces carts drawn by beasts of burden seem 
formerly to have been in constant use, while boats are 
stated to have been tracked by horses in the central 
provinces. In both cases at the present day the place 
‘of the lower animals has been filled by human labour ; 
the roads are used merely for local purposes and havo 
dwindled to foot paths traversed by human feet. In 
the northern proviuces an almost similar state of affairs 
may be noticed. The great work ofthe Yuen dynasty, 
the. Imperial Canal, has been suffered to fall into dis- 
repair, while the roads on which the greater portion of 
the trafllc of the northern and western provinces de- 
depends have been systematically destroyed or en- 
croached on. Inthese districts hunian labour has not so 
successfully competed with that of the brutes. In the 
exereme north rude carts drawn by teams of horses, 
oxen or mules are still made use of ; but in those por- 
tions which approach the valley of the Yangtsze cither 
human labonr by means of wheel-barrows, or else pack- 
ing by mules or asses is the sole method in use for the 
interchange of commodities between distant localities. 
That any trade survives these numerous obstacles is a 
subject which may rather excite our wonder, than that 
the amount should be so limited as it actually is. 
Overland trade in North China,—For an example I 
shall refer to the trade of Pechili and Shansi with the 
interior. Many of the sundry goods which make up 
the assorment of a Chinese store come from the south- 
ern and middle provinces, and find their central market 
in the city of Soochow. Here resort Iarge numbers 
of northern purchasers who buy in the shops of the 
city their assortments ; a little opium, a few foreign 
piece goods, Chinese silks, paper, crockery, tea, &c. 
not to speak of the numberless odds and ends required 
in aChinese household. These goods find their way 
to Pukow on the left bank of the Yangtsze, opposite 
Nanking. either by land or water, the former being 
often preferred, slow and exponsive as it is, in order 
to avoid the heavy tolls charzed on passing boats, 
From Pukow, however, they have to pass, in all cases, 
along the road, and a weary jonrney of 2,000 li begins, 
For some 600 miles through the provinces of Kiangsu, 
Anhwei, Honan and Pechili, over a country for the 
most part consisting of the gently undulating plains, 
a road which it would be almost flattery to denominato 
a bridlepath, is the sole means of transport. In some 
previous dynasty it had indeed Leen laid out with pro- 
tence at skill; generally speaking it has been carried 
forward ina straight line, the road being partially le- 
velled when passing hilly ground, Obstacles which 
might have been avoided by the exercise of some 
getuity bare, however, been simply passed Over chains 
of hills in place of being skirted are crossed at need- 
lesaly high elevations. Here and there bridges over 
the rapid rivers which drain the higher plains havo 
Leen erected with no mean engineering skill, and aro 
of sufficient width and soli to have readily borne a 
large traffic in wheeled vehicles and even heavy artil- 
lery. These, however, are the remains of the past, and, 
are rapidiy falling into ruin. At the present day an 
undefined bridle-tract wandering about, sometimes 
between the banks of the old road, sometimes strag- 
gling over adjacent cultivated ground, sometimes, where 
the bridges aro still intact, passing over them, and 
sometimes fording by the svte of ruined arches a rapid 
streain, is the sole track over which au important trade 
has to be carried. The jozrney from Pakow to Peking 
cecupies about 30 days ; each animal will carry under 
rather than over 150 lbs., the daily expenses of cach 
will probably average 1S0 cash ; the cost of transit to 









































Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


April 10th, 1869. 


SUPREME COURT & CONSULAR GAZETTE. 


bad 


161 








Peking will therefore be about 80,000 cash, or say 
Tels 52 per ton, equivalent to about £16 sterling. 
‘Uaving visited the route during tho Chinese holidays, 
J passed ten or twelve trains, consisting each of from 
15 to 25 pack animals or wheel-barrows. A good many 
of these were engaged in local trade, but the majority 
were proceeding to the northern provinces. » Besides 
this road it must be remembered that there are two 
other routes to the north ; one by sea to Tientsin, by 
which since the opening of the port most of the traffic 
goes!; and the other the Imperial canal along which 
the grain tribute of the provinces formerly travelled 
to the capital. ‘Tientsin itself is only connected with 
the north-western provinces by roads such as I have 
described ; while owing to the recent change in the 
hed of Yellow River, to counteract which the Chinese 
government seems to be taking no steps, the water 
communication by the Imperial Canal is interrupted 
for a distance of about 100 miles. The description 
given of this road will, with slight changes, apply to 
the internal communications of all the provinces lying 
north ofthe river Yangtsze, and which include the most 
fertile and the richest mineral districts in China, ‘Tho 
highest rate of speed attainable is by the Impe 
couriers whose limit is 600 li per day, or about § miles 
per hour; ordinary official correspondence travels about 
120 li, while mercantile letters barely make over 60 to 
70 li'in tho same period. It is not my intention to 
enter into the political results of this practical isolation 
of the country, they must be apparent to all ; thegreat 
rebellions of the Taipings and Nienfei would either 
have never occurred or have been crushed in the first 
outbreak had there existed facilities for the rapid 
transmission of intelligence and troops. 

Internal trade of South China,—In the South of Chi- 
na, although from the physical characteristics of the 
country navigable streams are of more frequent occur- 
rence, there is still the same want, ‘The ordinary boats 
of the country propelled by sails of manual labour can- 
nottravelon an average more than 100 /i (32 miles) per 
diem. In the larger sheet of water, as the river Yang- 
teze, the Poyang, ‘ungting or Tai lakes they are often 
detained for days or even weeks waiting for a fair wind. 
‘Thus the ordinary time occupied by a cargo carrying 
junk iu travelling from Hankow to Chungking in Sze- 
¢chuen, a distance of between 700 and 800 miles, is three 
months. In the Poyang lake the tea boats comin; 
from the Moyune districts to Kiukiang, a distance o! 
about 200 miles, often occupy two or three weeks ; 80 
uncertain indeed is the passage that the teas are often 
éonveyed by coolie labour overland to Hweichow in 
Anhwei, from whence they descend the Tsieutang to 
Hangchow. The same may be said of the traffic with 
the south of China. From Hankow to Canton by 
Hunan province is about 700 miles, the greater portion 
by water, In place however of a 1g themselves of 
this method of communication Chinese traders prefer 
sending their goods by Shanghai over a route of moro 
than 1,500 miles, and at a cost, independent of tho 
heavy coast trade duties, of some Tacls 15 per ton, con- 
siderably moro than the average rate between China 
and Europe. 

Results of this state of affairs.—It needs but little 
preseience to foresee the ‘results of such a state of 
affairs, Even were there no oxcessive levies made by 
local mandarins on the trade which continues to sur- 
vive, the tendency has been to make each sinall district 
dopendant on its own productions alone. ITence has 
arisen excessive competition for the necessaries of life ; 
there being no possible market for the surplus products 
of the district, production ceased when a bare sustinence 
‘was obtained ; with no imports or manufactories there 
was no division of labonr ; as the population increased 
there was no need of the services of additional hands, 
hence human life and human labour became of the 
smallest possible account ; until finally, while economy 
of material conveyed at great cost and risk from distant 
localities became imperative ; manual labour being a 
drag in tho market had to enter into competition with 
the lower animals. Such was the state of affairs which 
prooseded the great Tseping rebellion, and which reu- 

lered necessary the great scourge. 
Present state of China.—-But although this was the 
‘state of society in China some twenty years ago, the 
‘events which have occurred in the meanwhile have in 
some respects had a modifying influence. The great 
rebellion, the bursting of the hanks of the Hwang-ho, 
and the general spread of commerce along the const in- 
cident cn the introduction of foreign trade have to a 
certain extent broken through this isolation, The loss 









































of life, following either directly or indirectly the two 
former events has also rednced:the population to such 
alimit that the greater portion of the interior of the 
gmpire, though eminently suitable for grazing or tillage, 
is now a wilderness, beyond the ability or skill of the 
inhabitants to cultivate to advantage. Vast tracta of 
what might not inaptly be denominated prairie land 
now wait in the central provinces the means of profit- 
able employment, while many of the prejudices of the 
population have been weakened. Without means of 
transport it is obviously impossible for an impoverished 
people to take advantage of these circumstances, yet 
the provision of this most necessary adjunct to tho 
prosperity of the country has been, since its commence- 
ment. neglected by the present dynasty. While the 
rest of world have seen the necessity of improving the 
means and cheapening the cost of transport, China 
alone has persistently, and as a matter of policy allow- 
ed her communications to become more imperfect from 
day today. Of the effects of this policy, the memo- 
rials of the various Chambers of Commerce and of most 
of the merchants settled at the ports have spoken more 
or less fully, and with more practical ience than 
the writer of this notice can bring to bear on the sub- 
ject ; suifice it to say that there are few countries 
whose external commerce bears so slight a proportion 
to its population as China, aud probably in no countty 
pretending to civilization is the internal traffic so 

ed with obstructions. 

‘Suggestions for improvement : Sleam-boats and their 
advantages.—For the improvement of the internal com- 
munications of the country two methods suitable to the 
varied exigencies of the case present themselves—by 
railways or steam-boats. The latter has already been 
tried to some extent, and where the experiment has 
been made, with the most complete success. Althongh 
the coast of China was only practically opened to for 
eign coasting vessels within the last nine years, in no 
part of the world probably is the tonnage of steamers 
80 large in proportion to that of soiling vessels. ‘The 
opening of the river Yangtsze as far as Hankow to for- 
eign vessels has also been a splendid success, which is 
tho more gratifying to thoso engaged in it that the be- 
nefitaccruing to the general foreiga trade of the count: 
has been gained, not only without loss, but with posi- 
tive and important benefits to the Chineso nation and 
government itself. At present no less than four large 
steamers capable of carrying cargoes in the aggregate 
amounting to some $,000 tons leave each terminus of 
the line weekly, while there is every prespect of a still 
further increase. ‘This, however, is mainly the traffic 
between the two extremities; from the intermediate 
districts, except the ports of Chinkiang and Kiukiang, 

no means the most important, communication is 
effectually debarred by the present system. When it 
is remembered that this intermediate district contains 
‘icts of Anhwei, the silk manufacturin, 
city of Nanking, and the productive cotton districts o 
Kiang-peh, the latter of which by a round-about pas- 
sage to Shanghai have for three yours supplied a large 
tion of the internal markets of Ohina, an idea may 
formed of the capability for expansion of the traffic. 
‘The produce of large tracts, the writer has himself been 
assured by natives interested, is rendered almost un- 
saleable by the want of means of rapid and cheap con- 
veyance. Beyond the flourishing town of Hankow it 
is well known lio several emporin accesible by steaners 
from the ‘great river: chief of theso aro :Ohung-king 
and Kwei-chow in Szechuen, Shasi and Fanchén in 
Hupeh, Siang-tan in Hunan, besides, on the lower river, 
the great Poyang Lake, communication with all parts 
of the province of Kiangsi, Of the benefits that would 
accrue from such further exteusion of trade the results 
already obtained are a safe ground for calculation, 

Water-ways and Steamer traffic.—In other provinces 
water-ways, though not so magnificent in their extent, 
are yet of sufficient iinportanco to form valuable feed- 
ers to the internal trade of China. In Kwantung and 
Kwansi, the West, North and East ris and the Han 
are more or less navigable ; in Chebkiang the Tsien- 
tang, and in the northern China portions of the Yellow 
River can be traversed by steamers. The deltas of 
the Yangtsze and the Canton river are accessible in all 
directions to vessels of light draft. For the free na- 
vigation of such waters there need he no multiplication 
of ‘ports of entry ; even in countries where protective 
tariffs still exist, as in the United States, no bar is 
placed on the free and complete navigation of the in- 
ternal waters ; wherever a steamer can contrive to float 
she can go, and no restrictions forbid her taking or dis- 
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charging cargo at any intermediate port. Such vessels 
not being employed on the high seas need possess no 
national flag ; a system of regulations might readily be 
devised which will insure their proper supervision. 
__ Railarys,—But even with the free navigation of the 
E ut one step 
evelopment of the country. The coudi- 
tion of a portion of the north of China has been do- 
scribed above. With a great portion of the provinces 
of Shantung and Pecheli, the entire of Honan, Shansi, 
Shénsi and Kanshu, no available means of communica- 
tion other than by roads such as have been described 
exists. Even in the central provinces large and fertile 
districts are shut off from communication with the ex- 
ternal world, Kiangsi is divided by a water-shed im- 
passible for vessels irom Fubkien and Chehkiang on 
the one side, and from Kwangtung and Hunan ou the 
other. Hunan in the same way only possesses one 
precarious canal leading into Kwangsi. The greater 
rtions of Kweichow, Kw and Yunnan are com- 
pletely isolated. Into such districts, the only available 
method of introducing the comforts and necessities of 
civilized life is by means of railways. But beside these 
districts there are many others where, for the econo- 
mical conduct of trade, improved roads are a necessity, 
and where railways offer the best hope of success. 
Such lines have been projected froin Tientsin to the 
coal mines of Chaitang and from Shanghai to Soochow 
and Hangchow ; this last carried up the valley of the 
how and from thence by Hokow and. 
could at once be readily con- 
ly cheap in execution, and 
would pass through districts rich in coal, and produc- 
ing tea in abundance ; it would also form the outlet 
for the potteries of King-téh-chéng which supply the 
reater portion of China, and for the silk districts of 
Han jahing. Another line of the same na- 
ture might preceed from central Kiangsi 
lesser Meiling pass, aud earry the productions of upper 
Kwangtung cither to the provincial capital or north- 
wards tw the valley of Yangteze. A fourth line start- 
ing from the neighbourhood of Pukow and taking nearl 
the route of the present road would communicate with 
the provinces of su, Anhwei, Shantung, Honan, 
and Hechili, and finally with the capital itself, passing 
thus through a country rich and fertile, hitherto de- 
prived of the means of external trade, and possessing 
amorcover in abundance stores of mineral fuel and iron 5 
buch would, however, be but the first portion of a scheme 
of the interior of China and the 
developement of her external commerce, 

Conceasions and Guarauters.—In suggesting however 
that an taf the necessity of such lines 
aty itis hy no means to be 
there is any py lity ‘or even 

being tak np hurriedly 
1 this will be the more evid- 
Ural the expenses of form- 
jues suggested woul a want to at 
twenty tuillions ste On the contrary my 
information on this subject tends rather to show that 
tome detinite guarantee part of Chinese govern- 
anent will be required before capitalists will venture to 
risk wo large a aum of mone, 
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rie 
placed on goods or passengers travelling to or from the 
wtations. 

It is not, haw 
an in the’ nei 
it may be poss 
scribed for the 
a guarantee of a di 
standing that a concession defini 
1g line shall be permitted shall be 
ters, Such a concession should, 
of course, in the latter ease, include a claim to working 
on of the neighbouring eval fields. . 
rect on the labour market.—The fears of the Chi- 
nese as to the effect of any sudden change may probably 
Test be overcome by the explanation that however 

arse were desired it would be impossible to 
4 works except hy slow degrees ; and 
their construction large supplies of labour 
will be necessary, affording the opportunity for the 
profitable emyloyment of any that uaght be displaced 











‘er, unlikely that in one or two 
bourhoods of Shanghai and Peki 

























on the partial opening of any of the lines. With re- 

ani to the steamboat traffic it may readily be left to 
find its own level ; there will be always portions of tho 
internal waters where the native boats will find profit- 
ableemployment. No distress in other countries has 
Veen kuown to follow improved means of communica- 
tion ; on the contrary, the better the meaus of transit 
the larger number of hands were able to gain a liveli- 
hood. There is no reason why the general principles 
of political economy should be reversed in China ; 
hitherto at Jeast we have been able to trace their action 
here as elsewhere. 

Second cause of depressed state of China.—Intimately 
connected with the first, as supplying the means in 
great part for the profitable ‘introduction of improved 
comtunication is the second cause of the present de- 
pressed state of China, which I have referred to the 
unintelligent refusal of the governwent to permit the 
utilization of the mineral resources of the country: 
Like the former this evil has been aggravated of late 
years. Mines of coal, of lead, tin and silver, formerly 
worked have been closed either by direct command of 
the government or by the action of local authorities. 
An absurd reference to the Féng-shui,of the land, stated. 
to be disturbed by their working has in more than one 
instance been put forward as the ostensible cause. 
‘This is the more extraordinary when it is remembered 
that the very reference to and belief in Féng-shui has 
more than once been officially condemned inthe high- 
est quarters. The advantages to be gained by the Chi- 
nese are so self-evident and have been so frequently 
urged as scarcely to need repetition, Ina large portion. 
of northern China the inhabitants deprived of mineral 
fuel, and rendered careless for the future by causes al- 
ready detailed, have destroyed effectually the forests 
which once there is reason to believe covered a great 
part of the country ; for miles not a single tree is to be 
seen, and the iubabitants burn either the straw of their 
crops or use the grass from the slopes of the hills or 
Hsing grounds, which othewise might be advantageous- 
ly employed either for crops or pasturage. Large tracts 
of country are thus rendered uscless for the habitation 
of man, while there is little doubt that the climate of 
China itself as well as of neighbouring countries has 
deteriorated from the destruction of the trees. Such 
fuel is dear, is wasteful in storage, encourages slowth 
in the inhabitants, aud is unfitted for warming their 
dwellings during the long winter of the northern pro- 
vinces, ics being attendant with the grave evils 
mentioned above. 

Coal.—In most of the provinces of China there are 
supplies of coal ; in somo it exists in magnificent beds, 
‘The principal deposits at present known are in the Si- 
shan near Peking, in Shausi, in many districts in Hon- 
an, especially in the prefecture of Si-chow where both 
anthracite and flaming coal seem to occur; in Shan- 
tung, especially in the prefecture of I-chow, but also in 
most of the others ; in Kiangsi, in the prefecture of 
Kwangsin, where in the neighbourhood of Loh-ping the 
best coal yet discovered in Southern China is represent- 
ed to occar, but also along the base of the mountains 
i ther localities ; in Hunan, in the neighbour- 
stan, and in Szechuen near Kweichow, in 
ich good steam coal occurs ; in Cheh-kiang, in 
\g-shan-hien, whence good anthracite has been ob- 
tained ; in Formosa, at Keelung, &c. Most of these dis- 
tricts occur near important lines of traffic ; all are at 
present worked to a slight extent in the usual wasteful 
way of the Chinese, who from want of skill destroy 
more coal than they are able to save. Without pro- 
per means however of transport they are comparatively 
useless. Coal,costing in Hunan at the pit’s mouth pro- 
Uably 100 cash per picul, tael 1 per ton, sells at Nan- 
king for 750 cash for the same quantity. Io other 
localities coal is known to occur in greater or lesser 

ics. Of these the district brought most promin- 
ently into notice has been that of Nanking. The 
irregular structure of the. rocks and the geological 
disturbances which have taken place, prevent decided 
opinions being given of their probable out-turn without 
further investigation. Some of the beds in this dis- 
tnt have been metamorphosed into coarse graphite 
of no great value ; but in connection with these [ have 
reason to believe that circumstances have occ 
which unless promptly settled by the action of the 
nese Government are not unlikely to lead to'futare 
diepates. 

Mining laws.—In a country so peculiarly situated as 
China with regards to external powers, it is of the first 
importance that a well regulated set of mining awal 
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should be at once constructed. Already in the instan- 
ce referred to there is reason to believe that the plum- 
Bago bearing ground has been bought up by speculators. 
No greater evil could probably occur than that the 
rights of mining in large districts should become a 
monopoly, possibly lodged in hands of parties unwill- 
ing or unable to develope the resources of the country. 
In most new countries the mining laws are framed in 
such a manner as to give the largest scope to explorers 
possessed of the means of working mines in a satisfac- 
tory manner. Some moditication whereby the rights 
of owners of the soil might be preserved without detri- 
ment to gencral interests may possibly be found in 
China, At present there is every reason to believe 
that the rights of the Sovereign and of the de facto 
owners have never been placed by Chinese statescraft 
in a defined position.” Should’ some step to define 
these relative rights be not shortly taken, while at the 
same time foreigners are pressing to obtain monopolies 
of mining districts, it is not unlikely that grave and 
unpleasant international difficulties may arise. 
ng laws of most of the British Colonics moditied 
to suit the exigencies of Chinese laws and customs, 
would probably form the basis of a good code for the 
purpose. 

‘etals.—Besides mines of coal, extensive deposits of 
the metals occur, of these probably the most noteworthy 
isiron. In Shanse and ‘Shantung, in Honan and Sze- 
chuen large and important beds occur. In the Nan- 
king district, most rably situated for working, 
and ‘extending to within a fetr miles of Chinkiang, are 
enormous masses of brown hematite and magnetite of 
excellent quality. ‘These may eventually, should the 
supply of coal prove sufficient, become of great econo- 
‘mical importance. 

In addition there are known to occur in China 
valuable mines of silver, copper, lead, antimony and 
tin, The localities are not known with certainty. 

Production decreased through want of means of car- 
riage.—In all these cases there are signs that form- 
erly minerals were produced in greater abundance 
than at present. ‘The want of means of carriage 
has probably in many cases produced this result, 
thongh cases have been discovered (as at Teng-chow 
in Shantung) where the direct interference of the 
officials has led to the cessation of working. The 
question of coal and iron mining is so intimately 
connected with the extension of proper means of 
transit, each acting and reacting on the other, that 
any attempt to discuss one while ignoring the other 
would only havo the effect of retarding a settlement 
of the difficulties complained of. The advantages to 
the Chinsso themselves are so self evident in the ad- 
ditional demand for labour and the increase of 
actual wealth in circulation, that with any other 
government thero could be no need of stating them 
twice. 

Advantage to Chinese of opening Minex—It must 
be’ remembered that the working of these mines 
would require a minimum of foreign interference ; 
foreign Jabour would by no means bo brought 
into competition with native; while the position of 
those foreigners engaged in the suporintenilenco of 
large mining operations would always force them to 
remain on the side of law and order, ‘The strict 
discipline necessary in mining works as well as tho 
Inrge capital at stake would always be a guarantee 
that local authority would be respected. In suggesting 
therefore the opening under proper mining laws of the 
mines of coal and iron as well as of the other miner- 
als mentioned above, I conceive that we should in 
no respect be running counter to the ancient customs, 
nor acting injariously towards the interests of the 
Chinese people and government. 

Gold Mines.—In the above Ihave, however, omitted 
all mention of placer mines of gold, conceiving that 
here the Chinese government have some just cause for 
their unwillingness to permit free working. Ina 
fectly uninhabited or even sparsely peopled country the 
crruption of the lower classes of foreigners might form 
in time the foundation of a prosperous state; ainong a 
timid population like the Chinese peasantry it would 
no doubt to some extent act as a disturbing element. On 
this subject there does not howe ver seem mnch reason 
for the dread of the consequences displayed ; there is 
no reason to believe in the occurrence of deposits auf- 
ficiently rich to attract numbers of adventurers: on 
the contrary the mines appear to be of a meagre de- 
scription barely yielding a subsistence to the workers. 
The permission to the Chinese themselves to work 
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without molestation would probably result in their 
\ cheaper labour their rendering that of foreigners nnre- 

munerative, Should however the government persis- 
tently refuse to allow gold mines known ta he rich $0 
be opened, there is every chance of alventurers ta 
possession and holding them against the authorities by 
armed force ; in such a case it is doubtfal how far it 
would be advisable for Great Britain to take on hervelé 
the duties of acting as an armed police on behalf of the 
in how such an interference would 
regarded by other powers with whose subjects our for- 
ces happened to come in contract. 

Telegraphs.—In the above I have male no mention 
of telegraphs conceiving that the argumentsin favour of 
improved communicat at all successful, will con- 
vince the Chinese Government of their necessity. 

Conclusion.—These are topics which must he discus- 
sed fully at some time ; the present opportunity seems 
both a good one, and in terms of the Treaty of Tientsin 
a justifiable one, for urging them on theGovernment of 
theEmperor. Althongh at some length, | have thought 
it advisable to display the bearings of the entire sub- 
ject rather than appear as the urger of concessions 
‘whose consequences [ had neglected to study. 

Lhave the honour to be, 











Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOS. W. KINGSMILL, ox. 


To 
W. H, Mepmvrsr, 
HB it Const, 
‘Shanghai. 





NORTH CHINA INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Toe Hay Yearty Gexerat Meetixe of the 
Steareuotpers in the Nortu Cntna [vsurance 
Comraxy, was held yesterday afternoon, fat the 
Company's office and Wa ly attended. 

Mr. FL H, Bets occupied the chair, and after 
congratulating the shareholders on the suceessful 
working of the office and on the high standing to 
which it has attained, stated that the business to 
be tranacted by the meeting wasnot much, but the 
proposals to be brought before it he felt confident 
would be regarded with satisfaction, 

The minutes of the last meeting were then read 
by the Secretary and unanimously assented to. 

Mr. Bett said that as it was usual to take as 
read the Accounts and Report as they were printed, 
he would propose :— 

That the Accounts to tho 3ist December and the 
Report of the Court of Directors be passed as. printed. 

‘The Resolution was seconded by Mr. F. Porter 
and carried. 

Mr, Lavers said that the next resolution was 
on the subject of the dividend to be declared, and 
though alf could not fail to see that they were 
possessed of a large amount of money, it was yet 
necessary to keep up a large reserve and with that 
view he begged to propose that a Dividend of Taels 
1,000 per shure be declared, 

Mr. Retp thought that considering the large 
amonnt of which they were in possession, and to 
which the speaker had referred, they would be 
justified in paying a Iarger dividend, and begged 
to propose that a dividend of Tuels 2,000 per share 
be paid. 

‘The Cuarnsan said they had power to grant a 
larger dividend than the one proposed, but it would 
be desirable before doing so to wait for a short 
ime, say a mouth or two, until they had complete 
news as to the resultof all the company’s risks ; 
thoush a Jargesum would remain after the payment 
of the dividends, it should be borne ia mind that 
it was necessary to have it in hand to pry possible 
losses ; it wguld not, he conceived, be prudent to 
do so at present when their risks are a0 great. 

Mr. Reto said in view of the Chairman's re- 
marks he would withdraw his proposition as to the 
increased dividend. 

Mr. Lavens then proposed :— 

‘That a Dividend of Tacls 1,000 per share be declaredt 
j and paid at as carly a date as possible ; and that the 
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directors be em 
as soon as they may deem it ¢: 

Mr. Reid seconded the 
passed unanimously. 

The Carman then said that the only other 
business of the old company to come before the 
meeting was a disputed claim with Messrs Ashton 
& Co. on account of commission, amounting to 
about £1,000, and though the highest legal opini- 
ons had been taken and were diametrically in op- 

ition to that expressed by Mr. MacIntosh, yet 
lookingto the high position of Messrs Ashton & Co., 
and considering the great services rendered to 
them by that firm they would like to have the 
sanction of that meeting enabling them to settle 
the disputed claim, and with that object begged to 
offer the following resolution. 

That the meeting empower the Directors to deal 
with and settle the dispated claim of Messrs Ashton 
& Co. on account of commission in whatever way they 
may deem advisable. 

Mr. J. E. Maitinnd seconded the resolution, 
which was passed unanimously. 

A Suancuotper asked whether the propriety 
of reducing or abulishing policy fees had been con- 
sidered. 

The Cuainmpy said that the question had been 
duly considered, but it was not deemed advisable 
to muke any alterations, as they ouzht to adhere 
to it owing to their connection with other com- 
panies. 

Another shareholder remarked that as they 
were the leading company they could impose their 
own terms, 

The former speaker would not press the matter 
further, as it had been taken into consideration. 

A Vote of thanks was then proposed to the Direc- 
tors for their able and successful management. 

The CrarrMan returned thanks for the expres- 
sion of confidence and trusted that a like prosper- 
ty would mark the coming year. 

This conclude: the business of the meeting of 
the company for 1866-68. 


red to declare a further di 
ient to do so. 
esolution which was 


idend 

















A meeting of the company for 1869-71 then 
ok place, but the only business transacted was 
the re-election of Messrs. Rowley Miller and J. D. 
Thorburn as auditors. After a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman the mecting separated. 
Reronr. 

Tix Dircetors in submitting to the Sharcholders 
the usual statement of accounts for the six months 
ending 31st December 1868, have much pleasure in 
stating that the business transacted has been of a most 
satisfactory character. The annexed Balance Sheet 
shews an amount to the crodit of the Company of Tis. 
3,054,659,83 after declaration of a dividend of Tis. 
1,000 per share, the greater portion of which has been 
already paid, 

The Net Premia Tis. 480,138.39, earned during the 
Bix iths, are considerably in excess of the receipts of 
mu ilar period since the formation of the Company ; 
thero is algo a favorable feature to remark, that the 
Josses and claims paid are unnsually small in amount, 
nnd taking into account the number of homewa: 
‘Pound ships which have already arrived it is not anti- 
cipated that the unascertained losses will prove consi- 
derable in amount. 

‘The payments made in respect to claims since the 
Bist December, amount to about Tis. 23,000. and up 
to the present time but few other casualtics have been 
reported, 

he amounte due by the various Agencies and the 
outstanding Shanghai Promia have been collected since 
the date of the accounts, and placed to the credit of 
the Company, : 

The ‘erm of three Years, for which the Company 
‘was constituted, having expired, in accordance with the 
Deed of Settlement, the funds in hand will be distri- 
Dated as spoolily as possible, and the Directors pro- 

¢ at the ensuing meeting to declare a further divi- 
jend, payable at an early date. 
By order of the Court of Directors, 
HERBERT S. MORRIS, 














1866-8. Bananca Ser nt Decewser, 1868. 





Tacs. | Taels. 
‘To Paid up Capital 250,000.00 
y» Balance of Working Account 
‘30th June, 1863 750,499.46 
Add amount at Debit of 
Working Account 3lat Do- 
cember, 1868, transferred 304,160.37 
1,054,659.83 
Tacls 1.304,659.83 
Cr. 
oan Taels. 
By Cash on Ourrent and Deposit 
Accounts oe 640,977.14 
»» Furaiture in House and Of- 
fice, SI i 4,563.27 
»» Furaiture in House and Of- 
fice, Hongkong 4,020.46 
» Bills Receivable on hand, 3st 
December, 1868, 3,371.01 
» Shanghai Premia, Ist July to 
Sist December, 1868, uncol- 
lected on 31st Dee., 1968 9,942.69 


Balance in hand of London 
Branch at Interest on Securi- 
ties £103,691,11.1 345,638.51 

y»Balance in hands of Messrs. 

“Ashton d: Co., viz: Amounts 

remitted them on July to 

December 1868 account ; but 

not received by thom in Lon- 

don on 31st December 1803 £ 11,725. 6.4 39,084.39 
y» Amoutits due by Hongkong 


























Branch and Sundry Agencies 66,590.73 
"Less due to Sunines 22,528.37 
44,062.36 
y» Dividend of Tis. 1,000 per 
Share, declared 26th’ October 
1858, paid to date on 213 
Shares 213,000.00 
Taols 1,904,659.83 
wes 
Wonsixe Acoust. 
‘Dr. 
Int July to Sst = 
To Nett Premia, lst July ist 
December, 1868 460,138.39 
Policy Fees, Ist July to Slst 
December, 1 3,851.00 
ws Interest Account, Ist July to 
Sst December, 1868 22,576.51 
+» Comminsions, Ist July to Slat 
Deceinber, 1868 1,612.66 
Toels. 503,1i 
Cr. 
issions, Ist Jul ce 
3; ‘Commissions, Ist July 
erase December, 1858 20,176.81 
es, 0 
eet December, 1908 3 é 3,140.94 
i Shanghai Charges, Ist July 
‘lat December, 1868 12,596.75 
wy Hongkong Charges, Ist July — 
to Slst December, 1868 5,130.72 
yy Losses and Claims paid, Ist 
July to 3lst December, 1868 160,100.56 
w» Exchange Account, Ist July 
to 31st December 1863 906.48 
+» Sundry Bad-debts acerued dur 
ing the term 18668, now 
transfer 1,724.79 
»» Balance 304,160.37 
Taels 108,177.42 
Audited by us and found correct, ‘ 
‘Row.ey MILLER, - 
TDs THonsuns, f Auditors 


Shanghai, 23rd March, 1869. 





THE UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF 
CANTON. 


Pursuant to notice, the Half-yearly meeting of 
the Shareholders in the above Company took 
place ou April Ist at their ufice, J.P. Duncanson, 

q., in the chair. i 

The notice convening the meeting having been 
read out, Mr. Hxttanp called atteution to Par. 
No. 98 in the Deed of Settlement, and enquired 
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- whether there was to be an election of Directors, 
or whether the business of the meeting was to be 
confined to passing the report. 

The Cuarrman read out the report, and, by gen- 
eral consent, the balance sheet was taken as read. 
He then proposed that the report and accounts be 
adopted. This was seconded by Mr. Pyke. 

Rerorr. 

The Directors have much pleasure in submitting to 
the Shareholders the Second Half-yearly Report of the 
affairs of the Society, shewing, on the 31st December 
last, a credit balance of $395,408.89, as per annexed 
statement, together with an additional sum, represeut- 
ing paid up capital of $250,000. 

Tbe clans actually paid from the Ist July to the 
31st December last, amount, as the balance sheet will 
show, to $72,493.83, and as far as can be ascertained, 
the further losses to date may be estimated at about 
$35,000, exclusive of claims by the ships Coral Nymph 
and Sea Mew, of which no detailed particulars have 
yat been received. 

From the Ist January 1869 to date, further estimated 
nett Premia, to the extent about $80,000 have been 
earned, showing an increase in the Society's business, 
as compared with the same period during the preceding 
year, of $30,000. 

An Agency has been established at Saigon, under 
the charge of Messrs. Gifford Forbes Parker & Co., 
and the Swatow Branch is now superintended by 
Messrs. Bradley & Co. 

Directors.—In accordance with the terms of the Deed 
of Settlemeut, two members of the Board of Directors, 
J, P. Duncanson, Esq., and the Honorable William 
Keswick, retire from ottice, but are eligible for re-clec- 
tion, and offer themselves accordingly. . 

Auditors.—Mr. J. Hart retires, but offers himself 
for re-election, aud Mr. ©, Marland Kerr’s appointment 
by the Board requires confirmation by the Share- 
holders at this Meeting. 

Be Order of the Board of Directors, 

Ronsat Watsons, 
Secretary. 

Mr. HeLcanp then stated that he was induced 
toy refer to the election, as he could not but 
think that the present Board had not treated him 
with courtesy. He hud been informed by some 
of the directors, that he should be taken on to the 
Bourd at the first vacancy, and he thought, as this 
was an ordinary meeting, the matter should be 
put before the Shareholders. . 

Mr, Pout.arp suggested that ithad nothing to do 
with the Report, unless it was put as an amend- 
ment, He noticed that the rule was that, when 
the number of directors was only five, it was com- 
pulsory upon them to fill np the vacancies. ‘The 
words were not may, but shall elect, &c, Mr. Hel- 
Jand had better propose as amendment that the 
existing vacancy be filled up. 

Mr. HELLAND said that he had been assured by 
Messrs. Nissen and Ryrie, that he would be ap- 
pointed to the vacancy, and the fact of his being 
dies at the lust election proved that this would be 
in accordance with the wishes of the Sharehulders. 

Honorable W. Keswick said that, as a member 
of the Board, he might state he was not acquainted 
with any such promise. If any discourtesy lind 
been committed, the Board were not responsible 
for it, not knowing the statement that had been 
made by Messrs. Ryrie and Nissen. 

Mr, HeLvanp said that the new election should 
take place now. If the report was passed, the bu- 
siness of the meeting would be finished, and the 
opportunity lost. . 

fr. Poutann suggested that the difficulty could 
be met by Mr. Hellund’s Proposing an amendment, 
to the effect that the deficiency in the number of 
Board be filled up by election at this meeting. 

Mr. Heian then proposed an amendment to 
this effect. : 

Mr. Pottarp wished to observe, asa shareholder, 
but with considerable deference, as he was only a 
small contributing one, that the election of direc- 
tors was regulated rather by the consideration of 
of the interest which they could bring into the 
business, than by their. personal qualifications. 























Mr. Bryans having seconded Mr. Helland’s 
amendment, it was put to the meeting and carried. 

The Cuartaan then proposed that the Report, 
with Mr. Helland’s amendment, be adopted. Thit 
motion, seconded by Mr, Pyke, was carried. 

The Cuarrman then said that the meeting 
would have to elect three directors, two in place of 
himself and the Hon. W. Keswick, and one new 
one. 

Mr. Roweer proposed that the Chairman and 
Hon. W. Keswick be re-clected ; and this being 
seconded by Mr. Kresser, was curried unanimously. 

A Ballot being taken for the third Director, Me 
Helland was declared retarned 
Rowett being next with 7. 

Mr, Hart was re-elected auditor, and Mr. C. 
Morland Kerr's appointment as auditor was con- 
firmed. 

There being no further business, the mecting 
separated, with the usual vote of thanks to the 
Chairman. 


by 9 votes; Mr 





NINGPO BOOK CLUB. 

On the Evening of the 2ud Instant, a Lecture upon 
the Times of Charles the Fifth, of Spain and Germany, 
was delivered by the Rev. J. A. Leyenberger to a large 
and attentive audience. 

E. C. Lord, Esq., U. 8. Consul, occupied the chair. 
‘The Lecturer remarked that he offered no apology for 
his choice of subject. A single chapter from the great 
volume of the past, would, he thought, afford abundant 
material for au evening's reflection. 

Among the several epochs of the world’s history 
which had left their impress upon succeeding ages, a8 
the Persian invasion of Greece, the Macedonian con- 
quest of Asia ; the influx of the Northern barbarians ; 
and others of equal moment, must be placed also the 
epoch of Charles V. 

‘The Lecturer could not of course do more than trace 
the outlines of the history of that period, the revolu- 
tion in politics ; the revival of learning. and the .Re- 
formation of the Church. ‘The reign of Charles V, was 
the boundary line between modernand medimval times, 
Prior to that time federations or combinations, 
were unknown, save in some such instance as when Eu- 
rope massed together in enthusiastic efforts to expel tho 
Saracens from tho Holy Land. From that time dates 
the origin of the European balance of power, which has 
still a controlling influence in cabinets and councils. 

ion in concert was unknown ; no regular system of 
pl security was desired ; conferences would have 
yen impracticable. 

From the time of Charles V. more enlightened action 
dates. Tho changes were due, the Lecturer thought, to 
the overthrow of the feudal aristocracy and the esta- 
blishment of standing armies 

‘The Lecturer then gave a sketch of the monarchs in 
whose hauls tho destinies of the great European 

wwers were lodged. Tlonry VII of England, 

Francis L of France, Charles V. of Spain, Loo X. who 
then occupied the Papal Chair, aud Solyman, the mag- 
nificent, Sultan of Turkey. 

‘The warfare between Charles and Francis ;in which, 
thanks to the invincible character of the Spanish in- 
fantry, Charles was victorious ; the battle of Ps 
lowed by Francis’ famous despatch tonis mother, 
dame all is lost except our honour’; his captivity and 
the ungenerous treatment'to which he was subjected 
by Charles ; his release,-and the revival of the French 
power, were narrated in a manner at once so lucid and 
80 interesting as to enchain the attoution of the au- 
dience. 

‘The power of Charles, his dominions, projects, on- 
terprises ; the revival of learning which distinguished 
his reign, under the patronage of Leo and Francis ; 
the intellectual supremacy of Erasmus, his power of 
satire and his literary genius were then pointed out. 
‘The progress of the Iteformation ; its rise and succoss 
in England ; the nature of the support it received ; 
these preceded a vivid description of Charles’ rotire- 
ment to the monastery of St, Juste, with which the 
Lecture was brought to a close. 

Mr. Frice proposed a vote of thanks, which was duly 
carried by acclamation, and after afew remarks from 
the Chairman, congratulating the Lecturer on having 

2 a subject av interesting to all in reviving past 
atudies and stimulating to uew ones, the meoting broke 
up. 
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NEWS OF THE WEER. 

The M. L Steamer Phase arrived on the morning of 
the 7th inst., bringing the Mail of February 20th and 
the following later Telegrams. 

1x.—London, 27th February.—The 

syle has introduced a Bill into the House 
of Lonis to enable Lord Napier of Magdala to recvive 
aralary asa Member of the Bombay Council, in ad- 
dition to the annuity granted bim by Parliament. The 
Saurin tiral was concluded ye day, with a verdict 
for the plaintif’ and tive hundred pounds, 
The Bridgewater Election has heen confirmed.—ith. 
All the London Newspapers, the Conservative ones 
excepted, praise Mr. Gladstone's echeme for the dis- 
establishment of the Irish Church. Mr. Disraeli 
moves rejection of Mr, Gladstone's Irish Church on 
the I$th irstant, the date fixed fur the second reading. 
The eupplementary estimate of the cost of the Abys- 
sinian Expedition amount to three millions, six hun- 
dred thousand pounds. The House of the Commons has 
passed the necessary grant. Mr. Edwards, of the 
Court of Hankruptey, has been dismissed on account 
of his connection with Messrs. Overend. Gurney & Co, 
In the House of Commons last night Mr. Cardwell an- 
nounced that in future all military appointments are 
to be submitted to the Secretary of State for War he- 
fore presentation to Her Majesty the Queen. Patran- 
still remains in the hands of the Commander-in- 

3 pe prosecution of Messra, Lane and Childs, 

the two Directors of the Merchants Company, who 
had heen committed for trial for their conduct regard- 
ing the calls made hy that Company, has been shand- 
. Childers has brought forward the 
They show that the expenditure for 

i £9.600,000, being a reduction 
of £1,]00,K0, It is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to extablish tying squadrons, and to build three 
turret ships, that are to be the most powerful in the 
world, es have hh passed. 10th. In 
the House of Commons last night, Mr. Grant Duff, re- 
plying ton question asked by Mr. Denison, said that 
mm compliance with a request of the Ameer of Afghan- 
istan, Sir Join Lawrence had given him six laces of 
rupees, and had sanctioned a further payment of a 
similar amount ; and had alse sent him sume muskets 
and amunition, Mr. Grant Daft also stated that 
there was no formal condition attached to the gifts, 
which were a pledge of goodwill, 
am expre that 
about to be 




















































‘the present 



















































red itvclf entirely unfettered as to the amount and 
ind of assistance to be re Tt Ameer. The 
th of Arthur Clington ( Arthur Clifton) 
pnomneed, 








Wd March.—The Papers 
to the Confer ¢ been presented to P. 
it. At the final sitting the Menipotentiaries 
‘ssed a wish that the result should stand as a pre- 
cedent for the Jement of 


















i 
ms from Paris of 
deaths of M, Lamartine 
Latest. Telegrams from 





Troplong.—5th, 
Spain annonnee that a committee of the 
Cortes has appointed General Prim te con: 
the Laws, Latest advious state that the ) 
man 1 open at Berlin, 
hin spoceh xaid that. the French relations of the 
try were very friendly. Colonel Tyler i 
ing the Italian Railv 




















ie atest Celegrap hi 
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de Montpensier against the Re- 
cat »pote personally preters the Duke 
« Montpensier toa Republic. Vera, March 10th. 
aes Ray and the Legation left Constantinople to- 
M: Morning 









avernun 
reed to refer their differences toa mix- 





jarch Sth. Telegrams from 

state that the new Con- 
ess haw anne 2 ington, General Grant 
in his inaugural address as President strongly advo- 
cates the payment of the public debt in gold, a return 
to specie payments, and a faithful collection of the 
Kevenue with strict accountability. He would deal 








2 





equitably with foreign Nations, If others violate the 
rules, the Government of the United States will be 
compelled to follow precedents. In conclusion Gener- 
al Grant said that he desired to adopt an amendment 
of the suffrage. Cable Telegrams from New York of 
to-day’s date state General Grant's Cabinet at Wash- 
ington has been formed as follows :—Secretary of 
State, Mr. Washbourne, Secretary of War, General 
Scholield ; Secretary of Finance, Mr. Stewart; Seere- 
tary of the Interior, Mr. Cox ; Secretary of the Navy, 
Aduiral Vorter.—Washington, 12th March.—President 
Grant has accepted the resignation of Mr. Stewart, of 
the Treasury. 

Ispta.—Lombay, 9th March.—The Budget Speech 
was delivered im the Council room at Calcutta on Sa- 
turday, (the 6th). Sir Kichard Temple stated that the 
actual revenue of India fur 1867-68 was 434 millions 
sterling. ‘The ordinary expenditure for the same period 
had been 494 millions, added to which there was an 
extraordinary expenditure of £602,462, leaving a di 
ficit of more than two millions sterling. ‘The prospects 
ior the current year are worse, for the estimates for 
1505-69 shew a deticit of no less than 2] millions ster- 
jing. Un the other band a small surplus is expected 
1909-70. ‘Ihe fresh taxation proposed is an income ~ 
tax to be levied on all incomes above £50 per annuin ; 
the proceeds of which are estimated at £900,000. A 
Joan of five millions sterling isto be raised, partly in 
Englaud. 

CoMMERCIAL.—London, March 9th (Afternoon,— 
‘The Liverpoo! Cotton Market is quiet. ‘Ihe Manches- 
tea market is quiter, but steady. 7Ib8. Shirtings, 9s. 
1id.; Sflbs., 10s 2d); 40s. Mule Twist, Is. 34d. 1th, 
‘Ine Bank of England returns for the week ending yes- 
terday show the following results :—Reserve of Notes, 

00 ; Bills Discounted, £19,625,000 ; Bullion, 


























000. 

ie following Telegram was received on the sth 
inst., by the Chamber of Commerce, dated London, 
16th March, 1869, Cotton,—12}d ;—S} Grey Shirt- 
ings—11/3 ;—Tea,—Further decline ;—Silk—Good en- 
quiry—Ked Peacocks24/9 ;—Dollars, —59} ;—Amer 

ca very Quiet ;—American “Exchange—9 ;— 
cau Gold 1314 ;—Discount—37%. 

We are glad tu annuunce that Lord Clarendon bas 
expressed the entire approval of H. M. Governments 
of Mr. Medhurst's conduet of the negociations through- 
out the whole ot the Yangehow ditliculty. ' 

The Evening Courier says “Private letters have 
been received from the Salamis at Yok-chow, dated 
Goo Friday. ‘The steamer was to start for Ichang 
on the following day, the Opossum, gun-boat, having 
gune on, Some of the officers having landed to take 
sights at Yok-chow were mobbed and pelted, but a 
Mank cartridge and an armed boat's erew quelled 
the disturbance and produced ample apologies.” 

Advive came to hand last evening that the Sulamis 
was on shore at Sha-sze, about 250 miles above Han- 
kow, and had broken her rudder. ‘The Zebra left this 
morning to render assistance. It was the intention of 
Admiral and Lady Keppel to return to Shanghai as 
svon as they could obtain a conveyance. ; 

A well attended meeting of the North China Branc! 
of the Royal Asiatic Society took place on the 7th 
., in the room appropriated to its: new Library. 
Mr. Wylie read the concluding portion of his notes 
taken during his journey through Szechuen, and con- 
taining a description of the Upper gorges of the Yang- 
teze and the navigation of the river-Min. The paper - 
concluded with his arrival at Cheng-tu, the capital of 
the province, It was listened to with interest, and 
Mr. Wylie was asked to continue his notes during 
his passage down the Han from Hauchung in Shensi. 
A short discussion took place, and the thanks of the 
meeting were unanimously tendered to Mr. Wylie for 
the communication. 

A Mecting of the North China Insurance Com- 
pany was held yesterday, at which a dividend of 
‘Tis. 1,000 per share was declared. 

The Daily News mentions the following illustration 
of tho working of the paternal system of government. 
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“Ae amusing disturbance has just occurred at Min- 
hong. Som three or four hundred gunboat * braves ” 
wero paid off, with with a'view to their disbandment. 
But an excessive squeeze acems to_have been deducted, 
for the men were dissatisfied with the amount, and 
took the gunboats and the salt depot in pawn for the 
Yalance. This step had the desired effect, and a stea- 
mer was at once sent up from Shanghai with the ne- 
cessary funds, The claims were paid, the salt and 
the gunboats released, and the men dispersed. ‘The 
authorities were so alarmed at one time, that they 
are said to have contemplated sending the Feng-wan- 
shan for force to the rescue.” 

We are sorry to say that the garotting of foreigners, 
s0 common towards the close of last year, has again 
been renewed. A respectable member of the com- 
munity was savagely attacked on Sunday evening by 
some natives, and deprived of everything of value 
abeut his person. 

We notice by a programme of the route of Prince 
Alfred on his eastern tour, that he is expected to reach 
Japan on June 30th and to leave for Shanghai on July 
15th, where he will remain nine!days, arriving at Hong- 
Kong on August 3st. He arrived at Freemantle, 
Western Australia, on February 3rd. 

‘The following passengers have arrived in Shanghai 
since our last : per Bahama, from Hongkong, Captain 
Baker-and Mr. Wylie; per Phase, from Hongkong, 
Mr. Belgomic, Messrs. Schut, Cordier, Leroy, Green 
and A. Dellombes, 1. N.; per Madras, from Hong- 
kong, Mr. Josephs ; per Yuen-tsce-fei, from Tientsin, 
Messrs. Rawlins and Bacunnio ; per Ta-ping-nyo, from 
Nagasaki, Captain Lobinet and Crow of the Columbine. 

Haxkow.—A correspondent of the Recorder says : 
The Russian of Gunboat Sable has left for Chefooand 
the Amoor ; we aro now without any man-of-war, and 
will havo to protect ourselves in case of any dif- 
ficulty. ‘There is a good deal of agitation about the 
Tea question—false musters, ct. There have been 
several meetings of the Chamber of Commerce. The 
trouble is this : as long as the foreign tea-dealers will 
buy (ea at any price, just s0 long will the Chinamen 
cheat them ; a reform must come from both quarters. 

Foocuow.—A correspondent of the Daily News 
states that a special survey was held on the Kate 
Young on the 25th ultimo. The result was that she 
was condemned ; and will bo sold be soli by auction 
on the 5th instant. ‘The French barque Murie Alex- 
andrine arrived on the 28th, ina water-logged condi- 
tion, with a cargo of wood from Bangkok. ‘The ves- 
sel which is being built at tho arsenal is really, at 
last, approaching completion, and will probably be 
launched about the middle of April. The U. S. S. 
Unadilla was to leave for Amoy on the 3lst ultimo. 

Foryosa.—The China Bail gives an account of a 
second trip made by General Le Gendre, U.S. Consul 
at Amoy, in company with two friends, among the 
aborigines of the Southern portion of Formosa. The 
following particulars are of much interest : 


“The gentlemen named ted ‘Tow-ke-took, the 
head chieftain of the sixteen tribes, (who ratified tho 
engagements previonsly mado) and spent three days in 
the midst of the aborigines, who treated them 
much hospitality and kindness. When the junk con- 
taining the party left Takow, 80 general was the 
belief in the General's ‘* ‘Treaty ” that they were look- 
ed upon as devoting themselves to certain captivity, if 
not Jeath, Yet they placed themselves entirely at the 
mercy of the savages, and returned in safety—a most 
satisfactory proof that General Le Gendre had_accu- 
rately calculated upon the reliance to be placed in the 
word of the savage chief. In addition to the engage- 
ments previously made, certain localities wero fixed 
upon where ships cau obtain wood and water ; a con- 
cession was also made that no one should land in the 
savage territory for simple pleasure, and this, under 

















SSS — 
the circumstances, was just und pradent. We can 
hardly speak too highly of the spirit which prompted 
General Le Gendreto teat, in hin own person, the value 
of the stipulations he hvl made for the mfety of dis- 
‘uropeans. Awa mere matter of personal ad- 
rney deserves the credit alwaya accord- 
dual pluck. But more than this, he has 
earned the gratitude of every foreign nation tradin; 
with China When we remember the large number of 
vessels which annually skirt the southern shores of 
F ly of nin a_neizhbourhood 
with roe 4, and in a sea occa 
sionally swept by th won, We must admit 
that any arrangement which insures life and kind 
treatment to unfortunates who may be shipwrecked on 
the Formosa Coast, is a matter for much satisfaction. 
Add to this the fact that vessels short of wood and 
water,—two prime necessities of seagoing life, may re~ 
y tock without fear of massicre, 
h ‘on General Le G 
to a cordial acknowledgement that he hi 
benefit upon many nationalities. We y 
gratulate him upon the satisfactory result of his 
eflorts.” 

Hoxexoxo.—By the United Service we have Hong- 
kong dates to the 2nd inst. A meeting of the Union 
Insurance has been held, the main business at which 
seems to have heen the settlement of a dispute as to 
who should be appointed anew director. The affair 
of the Society continue to flourish. 

‘The Steamer Fung Shuey has come into collision with 
a large junk and damaged her stem, necessitating her 
going into dock. [t was expected, however, that she 
would be able to resume her voyage to Manilatin two 
days. 

A correspondent of the Daily Press, writing from 
Amoy, complains of the want of independent jurisdic: 
tion of the Prussian Consuls at the outports, all legal 
cases having to be referred to Shanghai for decision, 
and shows the difficulties experienced by the adminia- 
trator of a bankrupt estate in consequence. 

We take the following items from the Daily Press : 

‘Two gentleman, residents of Hongkong have started 
ona journey overland from Canton fo Hankow. ‘They 
expect to be absené about six weeks, returning by 
steamer from Shanghai. 

It is understood that the Hon Mr. Pauncefote’s ro- 
signation of the appointment of Judge of the Summary 
Court has been referred to the Executive Council. It 
ia not known yet whether they will recommended its 











































‘The question of reviving the Asiatic Society here has 
been further discussed. It appears that there are somo 
books belonging to the old Society that would form a 
neuclous for a Library, and it is expected some steps 
will shortly be taken in the matter. 

Col. Norman, CB., of the 10th Regiment, now in 
who is the senior of Col. Gore by a few months, 
will, in consequence of the death of Major-G 
Brunker, take command of Ef. M.’s Forces in 
and Japan, until a new General is aent out. All des- 
patches and documents will meantime have to be sent 
to Japan. 

Mr. James Russell, interpreter in the Colonial Ser- 
vice, and for some time Private Secretary to IT. KE. the 
Governor, has been appointed acting Police Magistrate 
in placo of Mr. Goodllake. It is understood that this 



















solection has been made chiefly on account of Russell's 
acquaintance Wi c. He passed his examina- 
tion in that language out here in 1867, 


Jarax.—Tho following is the only news to hand 
since our last. ‘The Iioyo Heruld reports the sale 


‘of the steamer Columbine to the Japanese for $170,000. 


The arrival at Kobe of the tirst direct vessel from 
England is noted, also the fact that the 
first direct vessel to England is being loaded there. 
A heavy gale and a shock of an earthquake have oc- 
curred. Some vessels dragged their anchors, but no 
damage was done. A Japanese hotel has been opened. 
in Osaka, for the uss of foreigners.” 
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COMMERCIAL. 
Snaxanat, Friday Ecening, April 9h, 1869. 

Inrorts.—The business in all kinds of Cottons dur- 
ing the week has been very limited, and prices have 
somewhat declined. The telegraphic news of high 
rates at home has not influenced the market, and the 
cause of its dull state is solely attributable to the 
news of a slack demand, and lower prices in Tientsin. 
‘We quote 84! Grey Shirtings at Tls. 2.2.0 a 2.2.5; 
Gb T-Cloths at Tls. 1.5.0 a 1.7.5; G4 Rd. White Shirt- 
ing 2.5.002.5.7. In Woollens the business has been 
extremely small and with the exception of Sp. Stripes, 
which have receded from Tls. 0.6.2 per yard to Tis. 
0.6.0 there is no change in quotations to report. 

Afetals.—The demand for Nail Rod Iron has not re- 
vived though prices remain unchanged. The settlements 
for the week amount only to about 3,000 piculs, and 
have been made principally for the Ningpo and Chin- 
kiang markets, the enquiry for the northern ports hav- 
ing fallen off. We quote Nail Rod at Tis. 2.3.0 a 2.4.0 
and Bars at Tls. 2.4.0 a 2.5.0; in the latter, however, but 
little is doing. Lead has somewhat improved in conse- 
quence of the regular spring demand for Hankow and 
Kiukiang—W.B. is worth «bout Tls. 6.3.0 and com- 
moner marks from Tis. 5.9.0 a Tis. 6.1.5 per picul. 

Tea :—We have little change to notice in this 
market during the past week. Mo transactions are re- 
ported in Congous, but a fair business has again been 
done in Green Teas, and Teamen have obtained ex- 
treme prices for some very inferior parcels which they 
call fair. The stock now left is all of the poorest 
quality. Settlements are 3,873 4chests Moyune at 
‘Tis. 24 a 343, 773 Achesta Fychow at Tis, 234, and 
1,153 {chests Shanghai Packed at Tis, 224 a 23. 
Reshipments 1,260 chests Teenkai, Stock is 4,245 
4chests Country Teas, and 3,659 {chests Shanghai 
Packed. 

Shipping :—The “ Undine” and ‘ Everest” bave 
left for London and the ‘*Chinaman” for New York. 
‘There are now loading the ‘* Grasmere” for Lon‘on 
and “Anglo Saxon” 
Rates of Freight £4 sterling to England and £3.5s. to 
£3.15. to America, 

Orw. ‘here has been no chango in Malwa dur- 
ing the week. In Patna a fall of about Tis. 10 to Tls. 
15 has taken place. 

















SMANGHAI SHIPPING. 
April Srl, Avonvale, Nowenetle XW 


Hongk 
Sth, Chandler, Vaneouv 


‘ueh-tre-fei, str.. Chefoo and ‘Tientsin. 9 
Dragon, stt., Tieutsin and Clicfoo, 


and Tycoon” for New York. }. 


LATEST QUOTATIONS. 


Snaxcnat, April 10th, 1869, 
T.mc. T.m.c. 











Grer Suretinas—5t Catty, . 20.040 202 
» for arrival ..... 
vy G6 Catty, on spot. 2200 225 
* for arrival...... 
Wurte Do. 64 Reed, 2.5.0a 2.6.0 
T-CroTus—36 in, - 1.8.0a 2.1.0 
Loxe Evts—HH Scarlet, . 6.4.0 
a Assorted,. . 6.5.0 
+s, CPH. Scarlet, . 6.5.0 
” Assorted, 6.5.0 
in G@ Searle! 6.4.04 6.6.0 
Assorted, 6.500 6.7.5 
Spasisu Srnires—Elepl ant, 0.6.0 
” Tiger, . pie 
Britannia, 0.5.80 
12.0.0a 
10.0.0 a 
2.3.96 
5.9.00 
530 











New. 480 
Patna Old, . 480 
Benares, 
EXCHANG 
Os Lospox.—Bank 6m/s. 6s. 0§-1d. per Tacl. 


Credits, 6m/s. 6s. 14-9d. 
Bills with doct., Gin/s. Gs. 13. 
Ox Pants.—Credits, Gmi/s., Fes. 7.72 * 
Documentary. Do.’ Fes. 7.75 
Os Cacurra,—Bank 3 days’ 
sight, Rs. 302 per 100 Taels. 
Os Boxnay.—Bauk 3 days’ 
sight, Its. 301 per 100 Tacls, 
Ox HoxcKxoxo.—Bank 15 d/s. 95: 
Private, 30 d/a. 26-5 


per Tla,10 weight, 


Eve 7 aint 
BULLION :— 


Goup Bars, Pekin.—Tls. 172 








METEOROLOGICAL TABLE.—WOOSUNG.. 





HL on = wind. 


Time Wer 83 
| lie ss 


lr \xlo i, ‘rlpar. g 





Peo mtes te ec es mito to ores eta 











Explanation, 
F. Force (1 to 12—estimated) 
quarter whence extreme force 
N.): H. Hours of Rain: I. Initials ;—b. blue sky; ¢ 
clouds (detached) ; f. fog; b. hail; i. lightning ; m. 
misty (hazy) ; 0. overcast (dull) ; r, rain ;8, mow ; ¢, 
| bunder ; z, ealin, 
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NOTICE. 

HE interest and responsibility of Mr. Gzore Wrt- 
HELM Scuwe . and of Mr. Rupotru Hets- 
s in our rm, cvated on the 3lst December 1567 
and 3ist Decmber 1508 respectivel, 

Mr. Ferpixaxp Nissen and Mr. Hetsricn Hop- 
rits have this day been admitted Partners in our 
firm at Hongkong and in China, which now consists 
of Mr. Geone Tieopor: Sremssex, Mr. Woupemar 
Nissex, Mr Apoirn Joost, Mr. Ferpinanp NIssEx, 
and Mr. Heixiucn Horrtvs. 


SI 

















SIEMSSEN & Co. 
Shanghai, Ist January., 1869. ‘ 





THE CHRONICLE AND DIRECTORY 
For 1869. 
‘HIS Work, now inthe SEVENTH year of its exis- 
tence, will be published as early’ as. practicable 
after the close of the year. 

It will be compiled and printed at the Daily Press 
Oflice, ag usual, from the best and most authentic 
sources, aud 10 pains will be spared to make the work 
complete in all respects. 

In order to avoid mistakes and disappointment, the 
Publisher begs to inform intending Subscribers, thay 
although another Directory, with’a very similar title, 
and for which his work has evidently been taken as 
the ground work, is also about to be printed, it is in no 
way identified with Ur Chronicle and Directory pu- 
Dlished at the Daily Prexs Oflice. 

He also requests that those persons who have not yet 
returned the printed forms which have been sent to 
them to fill up, will be good enongh to do so without 
delay. Any persons who have recently arrived. and to 
whom printed forins have not been sent, are respectful- 
Jy requested to forward their names and addresses as 
early as possible for insertion 

Agents in Shanghai, Messrs Lane, CrawForp & Co. 
Daily Press Ofiice, : 

Hongkong, 19th November, 1868. 























NOTICE. 
p hitherto existing between Trostas 
vir, Fraxeis A. Groom, Epwanp 
1, under the Firm of Grover 
pan and i, evases this day by effinx 
‘The business in Shanghai will be conducted 









of tim 


on and after the Ist January 1569 under the style of 





Giower, Dow &Co., in whi 
and Jamis Dow will be partners. 

GLOVER & Co. 
i, Ist Jannary, 1869, 
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JUST PUBLISHED. 


OPPERN CASH AND THE TEA TRADE, being 
au Attempt to show the Effect of the Debase- 
ment of the Currer 












at from Gro, 
News Agent, 
uh May 





Szechuen Road, Shanghai. 
IS6S. 
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seller and 
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NOTICE. 
(PHE Interest and Responsibility of Mr. Annan sat 
Davin EzeRreL in our firm in China ceased on the 
lst December, last, aud Mr. Cnarues Eutas Sassoox 
has been admitted a partner in the same from this date. 
E. D, SASSOON & Co. 
Shanghai, Ist January, 1869. 


NOTICE. ‘ 
ME Business of Auctioneer and General Broker ill 
JME from this date be continued on the Premises 
lately occupied by Ns Mou, Esq, Canton Road, 
and the Firm will bo” 
MELLER & Co. 
Shanghai, Ist December, 1868. 


Monthly Periodical. * 
“ NOTES AND QUERIES ON CHINA AND JAPAN." 
EprteD by N. B. Densys. 
Price $6 per annum. * 











JF Issuing a Monthly Periodical devoted to Eastern 
subjects, on the plan of that which, under a simila 
titlerhas proved so popular during a long series of years 
in G eat Britain and America, the publishers have been 
encouraged by the already large and constantly increasing 
interest felt jn all parts of the civilized wold with re- 
lation to China, Japan, and the adjacent Countries. With 
Peking and Yedo open to travellers and officials, with tho 
whole Empire of China accessible to explorers, and the 
barriers hitherto so jealously maintained in Japan be- 
coming daily weakened, nuinbers of new facts and much 
curious information is being accumulated in the note- 
books of individuals, who are glad to preserve in type 

ars, for embodying which in a form 
plic, ho means now exist. All notes and. 
quiries received are carefully classified and indexed with 
minute care; whilst, as in the home work which has been 
adopted as a model, alist of books wanted, or for dis? 
posal relating to China or Japan is inserted free of charge. 

‘The favourable reception which this periodical has met 
with lads the publishers to hope for a yet more exténsiv- 
circulation. 

The subscription has been fixed at $4 per annum. It is 
necessary, in onder to avoid minayprehonsion, to add that 
no communication, of whatever description, can entitle a 
contrbutor, in the case of a publication of this kind, to re- 
ceive without charge copy of the paper in which it appears, 
All “Notes” and "Queries" are course, inserted without, 
charge. 

Onters in England, the Continent, or the United States, 
may be addressed 0 Messrs. Trunxen & Co., 60, Pater 
noster How, London, E. C.; or to F. Atcan, Esq. 1L 
Clement's Lane, Lombard Street, London, E.C. 

Orders in China or the East to C. A. Saint (Inte A. 
Co.), Honzkong ; Messrs. Brows & Co., 

Gtx & Co., Amoy ; Messrs. H. Foco &. 
‘Messrs, Kanttit, Hrinzes’ & Co., Manila, 
stralin to Messrs, BAILLIERRE & Co., Mel- 
tourne, Vietori. 

Orders in Singapore to Office of tho “ Free Press” 
Singapore. 


























C. A. SAINT, (late A. Stontnene & Co.) 
Publisher, Hongkong 








Tenss or Sunscrirre 
per half year, or 
Credit price Tis. 


—Tls, 12 per annum, Tls. 6.50 
per quarter, payable in advance 
nnum. Single copier 50 Tael cents 
st insertion, Teal 1 per 10 lines 
\litional line. Subsequent inser- 










[and 10 cents for 
} tions half the above rate, 
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